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2001  WMU  missions  celebration  slated 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


in  and  through  Mississippi  Baptists  in  mis¬ 
sions  this  year.  We  want  it  to  t>e  a  time  of 
affirmation,  celebration, 
and  motivation  as  we 
join  together,  believing 
that  God  in  and  through  ^ 
us  can  do  'More  Than 
You  Can  Imagine,"'  said 
Kay  Cassibry,  Missis- 
sippi  WMU  executive 
director. 

Breakout  sessions  at 
tlie  meeting  will  feature: 

•  Baptist  Nursing 
Fellowsnip  (BNF): 

Nurses  on  Mission,  Cox 

with  Mississippi  BNF 
President  Mandy  Kitchens  and  Wanda  Lee, 
who  is  also  a  registered  nurse. 

•  The  Many  Roles  of 


Alive,  with  Robin  Keels,  Girls  in 
Action /Acteens  and  camp  consultant  iri 
the  Mississippi  WMU  Department. 

"We  will  nave  Three  missionary  cou¬ 
ples  sharing  on  our  program  this  year. 
Each  couple  will  share  in  one  of  the  ses¬ 
sions  and  also  in  one  of  the  breakout  con¬ 
ference  times. 

"As  our  missionaries  share,  we  know 
that  we  will  hear  about  the  wonderful 
things  God  is  doing  in 


The  2001  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missiona^  Union  (WMU)  Annual 
Missions  Celebration  will  be  held  January 
26-27  at  Country  Woods  Church,  Byram. 
The  meeting's  theme  is  More  Than  You 
Can  Imagine,  based  on  Eph.  3:20-21. 

Guest  speakers  include: 

*  A1  and  Beth  Bailey, 

Southern  Baptist  repre- 

Middle 
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sentatives 
America.  Beth  Bailey  is 
a  native  of  Ripley. 

•  Wanda  Lee,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  national 
WMU  in  Birmingham. 

•  Matt  and  Shea 
Southern 


to  have  our  new  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  nation¬ 
al  WMU  on  our  pro¬ 
gram.  1  know  our 
women  will  be  blessed 
to  hear  her  and  to  get 
to  know  her. 

"She  has  a  demand¬ 
ing  yet  joyful  job  as  our  leader,  and  it  is  our 
privilege  to  pray  for  her  consistently," 
Williams  said. 

"This  will  be  my  last  annual  meeting  to 
serve  as  president  of  Mississippi  WMU. 
When  1  look  back  over  the  past  four  years, 
the  things  that  God  has 


Williams, 

Baptist  representatives 
to  Southeast  Asia  and  with  Cheryl  Cox,  wife 

Oceania.  Williams  is  the  F.  Buckley  of  Larry  Cox  and  a 
son  of  Mississippi  Memphis  native  who 

WMU  President  Rebecca  Williams  of  attended  Mississippi 
Gautier.  Shea  Williams  was  bom  in  Natchez.  College  in-Clinton. 

•  DSVid  Michel,  associate  executive  •  Volunteers; 

director  for  missions  extension  at  the  Making  An  Irrmact  in 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  International  Missions, 
(MBCB)  m  Jackson.  with  Larry  Cox. 

•  R.T.  and  Fran  •  From  My 

Buckley,  Southern  Backyard  to  the  World 

Baptist  representatives  and  Back  Again,  with 

to  Central  and  Southeast  Nan  Sugg,  IMB  missic 

Asia.  The  Buckleys  are  assignment  in  Jackson, 

natives  of  Picayiine.  •  Men  on  Mission: 

•  Larry  Cox,  vice-  In  Construction, 

president  of  publj^^la-  Agriculture,  and 

hons  and  development  Disaster  Relief,  with 

at  the  International  Jim  Didlake,  director  of 

Mission  Board  (IMB)  of  the  MBCB  Men's 


M.  Williams 


nites  have  been  plenti- 
ful.  Time  has  gone  fast. 

Our  state  wo^  contin-'^^^^^^^^^^H 
ues  to  grow  stronger. 

"To  God  be  the  S.  Williams 
glory!"  she  said. 

For  more  information  on  the  missions 
celebration,  contact  the  Mississippi  WMU 
office  at  (601)  292-3316  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  at  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  316.  E-mail: 
spruitt@mbcb.org. 
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one  person  —  who  can  turn  the 
country  around." 

True,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  a  powerful  opporhmity 
to  influence  the  direchon  of  the 
country  for  either  good  or  evil.  He 
is  our  leader  and  deserves  our 
prayers.  He  can  and  should  appeal 
to  our  best  characteristics,  and  he 
should  lead  by  example. 

However,  no  one  ^rson  can  halt 
the  moral  and  spiritual  decline  in 
which  this  great  coimtry  has  will¬ 
ingly  indulged  for  many  years.  That 
is  up  to  each  and  every  one  of  us, 
and  esp^ally  so  where  Christian 
leadership  is  concerned. 

There  are  many  biblical  and  historical 
examples  of  countries  who  turned  their 
backs  on  God,  and  there  is  at  least  one  clear 
picture  of  where  we  are  headed  from  the 
discipline  of  letters. 

Bntish  poet  Rudyard  Kipling,  who  won 
the  Nobel  Prize  for  literature  in  1907,  wrot^ 
The  City  of  Brass  nearly  100  years  ago.  The 
poem  describes  an  ancient  culture  of 
Kipliijg's  creation  that  threw  off  their  God- 
given  Keritage  for  the  momentary  pleasures 
of  the^orld  and  was  eventually  aestroyed 
by  its  own  excesses.  Excerpts  include: 

When  wine  stirred  in  their  hearts,  their 
bosoms  dilated. 

They  rose  to  suppose  themselves  kings  over 
all  things  created- 

To  decree  a  new  Earth  at  birth  -without  labor 
or  sorrow; 
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And  finally,  tragically: 

There  was  no  need  of  a  steed  or  a  lance  to 
pursue  them; 

It  was  decreed  their  own  deed  and  not 
chance,  should  undo  them... 

For  the  hate  they  had  tai^ht  through  the 
State  brought  the  State  no  dtfender. 

And  it  passed  from  the  role  of  Nations  in 
headlong  surrender! 

,,^As  we  embark  on  yet  another  new  era  in 
our  country's  rich  history,  we  would  do 
well  to  remember  Kipling's  prescient 
words  —  and  pray. 


To  declare:"We  prepare  it  today  and  inherit 
it  tomorrow..." 

Swiftly  these  pulled  down  the  wallslhat 
their  fathers  had  made  them. 

The  impregnable  ramparts  of  old,  they  razed 
and  relaid  them... 

They  replied  to  their  ivelTwisher s'  fears,  to 
their  enemies'  laughter. 

Saying:  "Peace!  We  have  fashioned  a  God 
which  shall  save  us  hereafter..." 

They  said:  "Who  is  irked  by  the  law? . 

Though  we  may  not  remove  it. 

If  he  lend  us  his  aid  in  this  raid,  we  will  set 
him  above  it!" 

So  the  robber  did  judgement  again  upon 
such  as  displeased  him, 

The  slayer,  too,  coasted  his  slaid,  and  the 
judges  released  him. 
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Bosnia /Serbia,  and  Muslims  in 
India,  Buddhists  and  Christians 
in  Burma. 

Will  there  be  an  end  to  this 
world?  Will  there  be  peace? 

The  prophets  and  Scripture 
look  forward  to  that  day  when 
indeed  there  will  be  peace, 
when  the  lion  will  lie  down 
with  the  lamb,  when  swords 
will  be  beaten  into  plowshares, 
when  one  day  the  kingdoms  of 
this  world  will  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Christ  and  he 
shaU  reign  forever  and  ever! 

Meanwhile,  in  this  interim 
period,  we  will  have  wars  and 
rumors  of  wars.  We  will  have 
"time  wars"  on  who  will  con¬ 
trol  the  calendars  and  the 
dates  by  which  we  live. 

As  believers  in  Christ, 
whom  we  believe  is  the  end  of 
time,  we  need  not  worry  about 
dates  and  calendars.  Rather 
we  need  to  be  concerned  about 
whether  we  are  following 
Christ  faithfully.  May  the  new 
year  find  you  faithful  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ  in  the  Lord's 
tinrie,  indeed  in  this  new  year 
of  our  Lord.  * 

Anno  Domini,  AX)/ 20011. 


Guest  Opinion; 

The  coming  'time  wars 

By  Denton  Lotz,  executive  director 
Baptist  World  Alliance 
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LifeWay  missionaries  report  on  their  work 
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Eastern  Europe,  based  years 

in  Prague,  Czech  LIFEWAY  MISSIONARIES  —  In  addition  to  working  with  Southern  Baptist  mis-  partn« 
Republic;  Michael  sionaries  and  introducing  LifeWay  resources  to  Baptists  and  other  evangelicals  in  and  si 
Woolridge,  Eastern  their  regions  of  the  world,  LifeWay  Christian  Resources'  four  missionaries  spent  He 
Africa,  based  Mn  much  of  their  second  year  multiplying  themselves  by  training  others.  The  four  ^^*^1 
Nairobi,  Kenya;  and  serve  irt  a  LifeWay  partnership  with  the  International  Mission  Board.  They  are:  "The  1 
Ernie  McAninch,  Ernie  McAninch,  Western  South  America,  based  in  Quito,  Ecuador;  Michael  the  mi 
western  South  Woolridge,  Eastern  Africa,  based  in  Nairobi,  Kenya;  Steve  Cretin,  Southeast  that  t 

America,  based  in  AsiaA^ceania,  based  in  Singapore;  and  Neal  Cordle,  Central  and  Eastern  Europe,  expan 
Quito,  Ecuador.  bas^  in  Prague,  Czech  Republic.  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy)  anes  i 

They  returned  to - - -  to  tak 

Nashville  in  early  December  Ecuador.  "We  put  ourselves  in  of  his  work  was  accomplished  Tec 

cmd  presented  formal  reports  places  where  God  can  open  up  dirough  partnerships.  presic 

on  their  year  of  service.  relationships.  We've  had  noth-  For  example,  an  cill-a^  Bible 

McAninch,  who  used  41  per-  ing  but  open  doors."  study  was  launched  in  TOlarus 

sons  trained  by  turn  or  LifeWay,  He  cited  the  need  for  through  a  partnership  involv- 

said,  "Our  goal  is  to  mult^ly  Christum  resources  and  other  ing  Belarussian .  Baptists,  ^ 

ourselves,  to  multiply  LifeWay. '  helps  for  families.  LifeWay,  IMB,  International 

Hisplansfor  2001  include  sever-  ^ThaPstiie  number  one  need  Teadiing  Ministries  (translated 
al  LroWay  conferences  conduct-  for  western  South  America  and,  LifeWay  curriculum),  and  tiie 
ed  totally  by  others.  I  dare  say,  for  all  of  Latin  Missouri  Baptist  Convention 
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(partnership  with  Belarus). 

"Because  God  brought  us 
together,  we  are  accompfehing 
thmgs  none  of  us  could  have 
done  alone,"  Cordle  said. 

He  cited  language  as  his 
biggiret  challenge. 

^^very  country  [in  the 
region]  has  a  different  language. 
\w're  very  dependent  on  pieo- 
ple  who  will  help  us  logistical^ 
We  have  worked  through  iMB 
folks  in  deliberate  and  inten¬ 
tional  ways,"  Cordle  said. 

Woolridge  s§id  training  pa^ 
tors  was  a  primary  focus  or  his 
work  this  year.  In  addition,  he 
attended  numerous  annual  meet¬ 
ings  of  Baptist  groups,  staffed 
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officer  of  LifeWay,  said,  "The 
whole  group  has  more  than  met 
our  expectations."  He  chal¬ 
lenged  them  "to  think  about 
ana  be  attuned  to  (mpwrtunities 
to  multiply  your  efforts." 

LifeWay  President  James  T. 
Drapier  Jr.  called  the  efforts  of 
the  missionaries  "a  dream 
come  true  for  many  of  us  here." 

In  his  1991  inaugural 
address  as  president  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board  (now 
LifeWay),  Drap>er  envisioned 
sharing  the  agency's  expertise 
in  other  parts  of  the  world. 


Partnership  adds  believers 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  A  total  of  2,754  new  bdievars  has 
beoi  added  to  the  kingdom  of  God  ffuou^  a  Mitoecship  cvan> 
eejism  project  involvmg  Baptists  from  me  United  States  and 
South  t^Mca.  W.H.  'Dub"  Jacksmi,  who  he4>s  (Hganize  partner- 
shto  evahgdism  projects  £pr  tine  fritemational  KCssion  Board; 
lea  a  team  of  121  Southeib  fiapitlsfe  from  the  United  States  to 
South  Kcuua.  There,  die  vc^unte^  paired  widi  Kmean  believ¬ 
ers  tohpst  ^  evangelistic  quonpaigns  in  local  diurdies. 

.^Ihe  e^fipedenoe  is  better  bt  every  way  tium  aiw  of  us  could 
hav£  ev^  hdp^  for,"  sayL^JIaivTlmgett,  a  UfeV^  Christian 
Resdusw  gDW^yee  wi^M  one  team.  "There  lue  very  few 

dfe^^^mi^Tvv^ett  ni^ii88[t#*eam  aanady^MW  witnessed 
19peo^fif^Bf|pt  Chdst  «  die  new  believers  ^d  not  have 
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The  Mississippi  BapBst  Disaster  Relief  Unit  is  called  to  Vaiden  after  a 
tornado  destroys  several  sections  of  the  community.  Mississippi  Baptists 
handled  food  services,  providing  between  1,660-1,800  hot  meals  per  day 
for  tornado  victims  and  response  personnel. 


Two  Southern  Baptist  ministers  are  invited  by  the  prime  minister  of 
Iran  to  conduct  Christian  worship  services  for  the  hostages  held  in  Tehran, 
but  arrive  a  day  too  late  to  participate.  John  Walsh  and  Charles  Kimbell 
missed  the  service  because  of  flight  schedules  and  visa  delays. 


The  Mississippi  College  band  is  making  fine  progress  but  is  not  as  large 
as  it  should  be  due  to  lack  of  instruments.  Baptist  Record  readers  are 
asked  to  donate  instruments  siich  as  flutes,  bassoons,  clarinets,  comets, 
frjeiyrh  horns,. violins,  violas  and  cellos.  , 


The  Baptist  Record 


January  ll“;'20Bl 


By  William  H.  Perkins,  Jr.  driving  conditions,"  said  Don 

Editor _  Lum,  fead  planner  for  the  event 

and  consultant  in  the 

More  than  2100  people  lism  d^artment. 
crowded  into  A.E.  Wood  "MC  did  an  excellent  job  of 
Coliseum  on  the  campus  of  hosting  the  conference.  Jim 
Mississippi  College  (MC)  in 
Clinton  December  28-29  for  the 
2000  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  did  a  great  job  hosting  the 
Evangelism  Conference.  breakfast  for  the  1,000  people 

The  standing-room-only  who  pre-registered,"  Lum  said, 
event,  sponsored  annually  by  Ken  Smith,  ^ 

the  evangelism  department  of  from  Leesburg,  Fla.,  utiliz^  the 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  stoiy  of  Gideon  in  Judges  6-8  to 
Convention  Board  and  funded  challi 
through  the  C  ^ 

Program,  resulted  in  more  than 
800  decisions  for  Christ  ranging 
from  professions  of  faith  to  com¬ 
mitments  for  being  stronger  wit¬ 
nesses  when  they  return  nome.  have  been  called  out,  commit- 
"We  were  blessed  with  great  ted,  and  commissioned  to  make 
weather,  despite  forecasts  of  a  difference,"  Lum  said, 
snow /ice  mix  and  hazardous  In  addition  to  Smith,  confer¬ 


ence  attendees  heard  uary  uirmmgnam  area  added  a  lot  ot 
Fermenter,  an  evangelist  from  energy  and  created  an  atmos- 
evange-  Columbus,  explain  how  to  phere  for  worship,"  Lum  said. 

share  their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  Lum  commended  confer- 
as  Lord  and  ^vior.  ence  attendees  for  their  behav- 

"Gary  went  over  a  simple  ior  during  the  event. 

Turcotte  (dean  of  enrollment  plan  titled,  'The  Gift,'  and  "Both  Ken  (Smith)  and  Matt 
services)  and  his  department  encouraged  the  students  to  (Fore)  commented  on  the  atten- 
’  .  •  «  .  -•  gjyg  Christ  to  their  tiveness  and  participation  of 

classmates,"  Lum  said.  the  young  j>eople  who  were 

Kevin  Williams,  a  member  of  ^  there,"  he  said, 
an  evangelist  the  music  staff  at  The  Church  of  The  2001  Mississippi  Baj^tist 

. .  ‘  Brook  Hills  in  Birmingham,  Youth  Evangelism  Conference 

»  served  as  worship  leader.  Matt  is  scheduled  for  December  27- 

lenge  the  studente  present  Fore,  a  Christian  entertainer  28  at  A.E.  Wood  Coliseum  on 

Cooperative  to  "make  a  difference  m  their  from  Asheville,  N.C.,  per-  the  campus  of  Mississippi 

world,"  according  to  Lum.  formed.  College  in  Clinton. 

"Just  as  Gideorucalled  out  an  "Matt  us^  his  skill  as  an  For  more  information,  con- 
army,  there  is  an  army  of  young  illusionist  to  make  the  point  tact  Lum  at  P.O.  Box  530, 

people  across  Mississippi  who  that  yoimg  people  should  dis-  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

cem  the  true  thmgs  in  life  that  Telephone:  (601)  292-3280  or 

come  from  a  relahonship  with  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 

Jesus.  Kevin  and  his  band  of  748-1651,  ext.  280.  E-mail: 

Christian  musicians  from  the  dlum@mbcb.org. 


First  Church 
in  Carriere 


The  ssBictuary  and  educa¬ 
tional  building  of  First  Church, 
Carriere,  bunira  to  the  ground 
Saturday  evenir^  Derember 
30.  The  church^  (eliowship 
hall  and  activities  building 
were  spared  major  damage. 

ftts^  Gary  Smith  jhxI  his 
ffimily  were  home  in  the  adja¬ 
cent  parsonage  when  a  church 
member  who  happened  to  be 
p>assing  by  saw  smoke  and 
flames.  Smith  immediately 
called  911  and  firefighters 
were  quickly  on  the  scene. 

Smith  has  served  Carriere 
for  36  years.  The  sanctuary 
and  educational  building 
were  both  built  in  the  50's 
and  had  been  remodeled. 

"What  the  fire  didn't  get, 
water  did,"  said  Smith.  "There 
were  four  inches  of  water  in 
the  office  area." 

"The  firemen  did  all  they 
could,"  he  said.  Firefighters 
from  all  over  the  area  fou^  the 
btaz^^  AGCOiding  to  Smith,  *1 
underond  There  were  71  fire¬ 
men  altogether  who  helped." 

Smith  was  especially 
grieved  by  the  loss  of  the 
church's  video  equipment 
=and  tapes.  "We  had  several 
video  bpes  that  just  can't  be 
replaced,*  he  said. 

The  church  had  their  regu¬ 
lar  worship  service Jfktfie  t«- 


Evangelist  Ken  Smith  of  Leesburg,  Fla.,  preaches  at  the  2000  Mississippi  Baptist  Youth  Evangelism  Conference 


A  Chunk  of  Asphalt 


Within  a  mile  or  two  of  my 
home  there  is  a  house  that  sits 
back  off  the  road,  in  the 
woods,  almost  unnoticed.  In 
fact,  I  noticed  their  driveway 
before  I  even  knew  there  was  a 
house  there. 

The  driveway,  which  is  well- 
kept  and  attractive,  always  has  a 
large  chunk  of  asphalt  sitting  rying  about  it,  but  I  did  give  excited,  and  blessed  all  at  the 
somewhere  near  the  edge.  I'm  some  thought  to  it.  same  time! 

not  talking  about  a  rock,  or  an  Then,  the  day  arrived  when  As  1  jogged  on  down  the 
attractive  stone.  I'm  talking  my  eyes  were  opened!  One  road,  1  thought  about  the  reve- 
about  a  five-inch  thick,  12  inches  morning,  a  few  days  after  lation  1  had  just  received.  How 
across,  oblong  chunk  of  asphalt.  Christmas,  I  was  out  trying  to  many  times  through  the  years 

Numerous  times  while  I've  jog  off^ some  turkey  ana  dress-  had  I  seen  someone,  or  heard 
been  out  iog^ft  I  have  noticed  ing  and  pecan  pie,  when  1  of  someone,  that  either  they  or 
that  hunk  H  black,  man-made  passed  by  the  house-  with  the  others  tho^ht  had  no  pur- 
surface  sitting  out  there  on  the  asphalt  boulder.  pose  at  all.  Tney  may  not  have 

edge  of  their  driveway.  The  people  who  lived  in  the  been  overly  gifted  and  may 

More  than  a  few  times  1  home  had  put  their  garbage  out  not  have  been  outwardly 
thought  about  picking  it  up  and  and  lo  and  behold,  wonder  of  attractive,  but  God,  in  his  plan 
throwing  it  off  into  a  ditch  some-  wonders,  everything  made  and  wisdom,  had  a  marvelous 
where  Dwause  it  was  so  unat-  sense!  The  garbage  can  they  purpose, 
tractive.  Besides  that,  I  wondered  used  had  been  broken,  or  at  1  thought  of  those  marvelous, 
and  worried  that  someone  mi^t  least  had  lost  its  wheels,  and  so  precious  saints  Who,  through 
turn  into  the  driveway,  hit  me  instead  of  sitting  upright,  the  the  years,  have  propp^  me  im. 
boulder,  and  damage  tiieir  car.  can  would  topple  over  except  Some  of  them  were  quick  to  take 

1  refrained  from  tossing  that  for  the  fact  that  the  big,  black,  inventory  and  say,  "I  don't  have 
chunk  of  asphalt  because  some-  asphalt  chunk  balanced  the  can  much.  I  can't  sing.  1  can't  teach 
where,  way  back  in  the  back  of  perfectly.  or  preach.  All  1  am  is  a  pew 

my  mind,  was  the  sneaky  suspi-  What  1  had  thought  was  an  warmer."  Yet,  in  fact,  they  were 
cion,  that  maybe,  just  maybe,  eyesore  was  actually  a  useful  so-much  more, 
thev  Iwd  it  there  for  a  purpo^.  I  and  effective  "garbage<an-  The  Apostle  PauT  certainly 
dicf  not  sp^d  a  lot  of  time  wor- 


kiwthip  hall.  "Well  get  bfy^" 
said  Sotith.  "We  always  have." 

'TSWg've  had  over  a  thou¬ 
sand  cats  come  by  and  look 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


at  die  damage,"  he  said.  "So 
people  have  offered 
from  as  far  away 
as~l9orida.  I've  never  seen 
outpouring  of  love. 


Ipe  into  this  world  with 
j^aid  I'll  leave  with  noth- 
nfth  said.  ^The  Lord  has 
me  not  to  worry  too 


nneb  about  what  happ^  in 
IbcMvfecn.  We'll  be  fine." 

As  of  January  2  the  cause 


ifif  the  fire  had  not  been  deter¬ 
mined.  The  fire  marshall  and 
insurarKe  adjusters  are  con- 
tifKiinj;  their  investigation. 


propper-upper. 
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Students  aided  in  witness  to  'Secular  Club 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Seven 
generations  ago,  Charles  Darwin's 
Origin  of  the  Species"  challenged 
Christianity  as  a  viable  worldview. 
Several  months  ago,  Charles  Darwin's 
seventh  great-grandson  began  chal- 
lengir^  Qiristian  students  at  Seneca 
Him  School  with  similar  questions. 

Darwin's  descendant  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  newly  formed  "Secular  Club"  at 
the  Louisville,  Ky.,  public  school,  had 
begun  to  raise  questions  that  Seneca's 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  (FCAj 
ch^ter  could  not  answer.  * 

The  FCA  members  turned  to 
Southern  Seminary  students  Jeremy 
Blythe  and  Tim  Boyce  for  apologetic  aid. 

"The  Christian  students  were  get¬ 
ting  a  lot  of  challenges,"  said  Boyce,  a 
master  of  divinity  student  from 
Owenton,  Ky.  "Evidently,  about  all 
they  [the  Secular  Club  members]  did 
was  come  up  with  theories  about  how 
they  could  Imock  down  Christianity." 

Boyce,  who  was  on  the  FC^  speakers' 
list,  was  invited  to  give  aiwli^etic  pre¬ 
sentations  at  the  school.  He  called  Blythe, 
an  advanced  master  of  divinity  student 
from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  for  assistance.  In 
three  FCA  meetings  in  October,  the  two 
tackled  three  questions  in  particular 
which  the  Secular  Club  had  raised. 

Are  all  religions  Mual?  Is 
Darwinism  correct?  Does  God  exist? 
Boyce  endeavored  to  explain  the  first 
question.  Blythe  took  the  last,  and  they 
split  the  second. 

Each  30-minute  presentation  inclu 
an  audience  of  both  Secular  Club  and  1 
members.  A  time  of  questions  and  ansv 


Discussions  sometimes  lasted 
more  than  two  hours.  But,  the  30  stu¬ 
dents  in  attendance  —  divided  even¬ 
ly  among  atheists  and  Christians  — 
stayed  the  duration. 

'^The  atheists  were  by  far  the  most 
vocal,"  Blythe  said. 

"They  [the  Secular  Club  members] 
paid  closer  attention  too,"  Boyce 
added. 

•  The  two  apologists  said  the  stu- 
,  dents'  reactions  during  the  presenta¬ 
tions  varied.  "When  1  was  presenting 
>  any  argument,  all  the  Christians 
would  smile,"  Blythe  said. 

The  atheists  just  looked  contem- 

Iplative.  "For  the  atheists,  I  think  it 
really  caused  them  to  think  more 
analytically,"  Blythe  said.  "But  for 
the  Christians,  I  think  it  really  but¬ 
tressed  their  faith." 

Blythe  and  Boyce  said  the 
Christians  probably  benefited  the 
most.  "They're  just  wanting  to  grow 
in  grace  and  grow  in  beingable  to  be 
a  witness,"  Kythe  said,  '^ey  want 
more  information,  and  they  really 
yvant  to  be  a  bolder  witness. 

"Even  now,  just  in  e-mails  I've 
received  [from  the  students],  I  have 
had  at  least  two  or  three  of  them 
say  explicitly  that  they  have  a 
greater  confidence  and  greater 
courage  about  being  a  vocal  wit¬ 
ness  for  Christ." 

"Really  the  best  thing  that  we  can 
do  for  high  school  students  is  to  let  them 
see  that  Christianity  coheres  with  reality 
and  that  every  other  worldview  is  ulti¬ 
mately  not  science,"  Blythe  said. 


Youth  minisJfy 
Jbrumsetjbr 
Feb.  15-16 


The  Youth  Ministry  Team  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB) 
will  sponsor  a  Youth  Ministry 
Forum  designed  specifically 
for  part-time  and  volunteer 
youth  ministers,  on  February 
15-16  at  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  in  Clinton.  The  forum, 
which  will  be  conducted  ih 
MC's  Student  Center,  begins 
at  6:45  p.m.  on  February  15 
and  ends  at  noon  on  February 
1 6.  Allen  Jackson,  youth  min¬ 
istry  professor  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker.  There  is  rx)  chaige  to 
attend  tiie  forum,  but  pre-K^ 
istrjOion  is  requireo,  A1sq> 
reservations  are  lequiied  iat 
the  free  bredd^  that  will 
provided  at  Camp 
Clinton  alt  8  ajn.  on 


Missions  link  medical  doctors  in  Thailand,  Ky. 

BARBOURVILLE,  Ky.  (BP) —  Ashbum  said  the  most  sig- 
Southem  Baptist  international  nificant  part  of  the  program  is 
missionary  John  Gibson  has  that  it  allows  the  medical  min- 
been  practicing  medicine  in  ist^  to  continue.  "I  had  to  keep 
Thailand  for  15  years.  So  what  going  back  to  the  fact  that  this 
is  he  doing  during  his  10-  place  would  be  closed  if  I  was- 
month  stateside  assignment  in  n't  there,"  he  said,  since  Gibson 
Kentucky?  currently  is  the  clinic's  only 

Practicing  medicine.  Gibson  staff  physician, 
is  pioneering  an  arrangement  Gioson's  interest  in  medical 
that  allows  him  to  fill  in  for  doc-  missions  dates  back  more  than 
tors  here  in  the  States  while  20  years,  soon  after  he  became  a 
they  take  turns  serving  his  Christian  during  medical 
patients  in  Thailand.  Gibson  is  school.  He  later  met  his  wife, 
working  with  a  group  of  Linda,  a  nurse  anesthetist  Who 
Christian  doctors  at  Family  Life  had  made  a  commitment  to 
Centers  in  Barbourville  and  missions  at  age  12. 

Corbin.  In  turn,  three  physi-  After  getting  married  in  1979, 
cians  are  spending  three  the  Gibsons  went  on  three  over¬ 
months  each  at  a  clinic  Gibson  seas  medical  mission  trips  dur- 
runs  in  northern  Thailand.  ing  their  first  year  of  marriage. 

"This  is  the  first  time  we've  "My  call  to  missions  was 
been  able  to  do  this,"  Gibson  almost  synonymous  with  my 
said.  "We're  trying  to  promote  it  salvation,"  Gibson  recalled,  'a 
as  a  way  to  expand  our  program  knew  I  owed  the  Lord  every- 
and  involve  Christians  here  in  thing  I  had  at  that  p>oint.  The 
the  States  in  world  missions."  more  I  read  the  Bible,  the  more 

Tom  Ashbum,  a  member  of  1  was  convinced  that  every 
First  Church  of  ^rbourville,  is 
among  the  doctors  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  exchange  program. 

Asnbum,  a  veteran  of  several 
medical  mission  trips  to  Brazil, 

Guatemala,  and  Russia,  recent¬ 
ly  returned  from  his  three- 
month  assignment  in  Thailand. 

"We  were  working  in  a  clinic 
setting,  seeing  patients  every 
day,"  Ashbum  said.  Noting 
that  "there  were  very  few  loc^ 
doctors  in  iKe  area  where  w^ 
were,"  he  sam  the  clinic  "pro¬ 
vides  a  way  for  the  hill  tribe 
folks  to  get  cpn^gistent  c«^." 


John  and  "Unda  Gibsonr  have"  served  as 


GIBSON  FAMILY 
Southern  Baptist  mqdical  missionaries  tp  Thailand  since  l9B5..The 
couple  has  two  daughters,  JCknberly,  1.0,  and  Kaitlyn,  8.  (BP  photp) 
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The  mission  gr^ps  and 

leaders  of  Springdale  Church, 
Ripley,  prepared  "Shoe  Box" 
girts  to  provide  Christmas  for 
children  around  the  world  as 
F>art  of  the  Franklin  Graham 
Operation  Christmas  Project. 
This  year  214  boxesswere  pre¬ 
pared  for  distribution,  up  from 
22  just  two  years  ago.  Each 
box  cost  approximately  $20 
with  funding  provided  by  the 
Brotherhood  organization  and 
individual  church  members. 
Margaret  Smith  serves  as' 
chairman  of  the  project. 
Randy  Hamilton  is  pastor. 


LiffiWay 


First  Church,  Richland,  will 
celebrate  its  lOO-year  anniver¬ 
sary  on  Feb.  25.  A  reception  will 
be  held  on  Saturday,  Feb.  24, 
from  2-4  p.m.  in  the  worship 
center.  Worshm  services  will  b« 
at  8:30  cmd  10  a.m.  on  Sunday 
morning  followed  by  a  catered 
lunch  and  a  praise  and  worship 
service  at  1:30  p.m.  For  more 
information,  cml  the  church 
office  at  (601)  939-1715. 

Parkway  Church,  Houston, 
is  sponsoring  a  Sportsman's 
Seminar  and  Wild  Game 
Supper  on  Jan.  20  at  6  p.m. 
Guest  speaker  will  be  Jene 
Hoyt,  national  champion 
turkey  caller  and  David 
Fortenberry  speaking  on  deer 
calling  and  dWr  stand  safety. 
Parkway  Brotherhood  Program 
is  in  charge  of  the  event.  For 
more  information,  contact  the 
church  office  at  (662)  456-2745. 


Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Olive  Branch,  held  its  2000 
'Children's  mission  group 
recognition  service  on  Sept. 
17.  Pictured  (first  row)-  are 
Will  McCrary,  Morgan  Green, 
Savannah  Green,  and  Ireland 
Alsobrook;  (second  row) 
Angelique  McCrary, 

Alexanaria  Sneed,  and  Vaylen 
Alsobrook;  (third  row)  Lauren.  ^ 
Hamm,  Katie  Brooker,  and 
Tyler  Brooker.  Awards  were 
given  for  completion  of  mis¬ 
sion  steps  during  the  year. 
Erica  Wommack  (not  pic¬ 
tured)  received  her  World 
Venture  bracelet  with  all  the 
charms  for  coiimleting  all  six- 
workbooks.  The  program 
theme  focus  was  "Stand  in  the 
Gap,"  Margaret  Lackey  State 
Mission  Offering. 


Children  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive  Branch 


The  13th  annual  Candlelight 
Prayer  Virgil  for  the  Unborn, 
sponsored  hy  Right  to  Life  of 


GAs  of  Centreville  Church,  Centreville 


GAs  of  Centreville  Churclv 
Centreville,  received  their 
bracelet  and  charms  for  comple¬ 
tion  of  World  Venture.  Pictured 
(front  row)  are  Meghan  Dykes, 
Whitney  Shitzman,  and  Mallory 
Knighton;  (back  Irdw)  DoneUe 
Crum,  Courtney  Brcishier,  and 
Kristen  Stutzman. 

Undivided  will  be  in  concert 
at  First  Church,  Ridgeland,  on 
Jan.  14  at  10  a.m.  For  more 
.information,  call  (601)  856-6505. 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Jackson,  will  be  held  at  the 
Mississippi  State  Capitol,  Jan.  20 
at  6  p.m.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  956-8636. 

Parkview  Church, 

Greenville,  hosted  a  mission 
team  from  Buck  Rtm  Church  in 
Frankfurt,  Ky.,  July  23-28,  2000. 
The  Kentucky  team  conducted 
construction  projects  at  three 
churches:  Vessels  of  Mercy, 
Evergreen,  and  Benoit  Christian 
Corrununity  Center  ip  the 
Greenville  area.  In  partnership 
with  Buck  Run  ••  Church, 
Parkviejw  Church  concurrently 
held  Bible  clubs  and  a  basketball 
camp  that  same  week.  The  exp^ 
rience  involved  approximately 
300  children  and.  teenagers,  and 
more  than  85  individuals  were 
won  to  the  Lord.  Kevin  Dobbs  is 
pastor  of  Parkview  Church. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 
Clinton^  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


First  Church,  Louisville,  packed  204  shoeboxes  for  project 
"Christmas  Child,"  on  Nov.  12.  Pictured  are  Jerry  Rankin,  president 
of  International  Mission  Board,  who  delivered  the  morning  message 
during  "Celebrate  jesus,"  and  Don  Boone,  pastor. 

Visit  a  New  Christian  Website 
like  no  other! 

LifeWay  on//ne.  com 


Biblical  Solutions  for  Life 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medical  Insurance 
or  Medicare  Supplement  Coverage?  If  yes.  Call  Today! 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Call  today  for  free  information: 

Intensive  Ca«,  Surgery,  Ambulance.  IllSUranCe 

□  Medicare  Supplement  xm  % 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates!  J^aTKetlllg 

PO  Box  5127,  Rpandon,  MS  39047 

□  Long-tenn  Nursing  Care  or  caU  toU-free: 

Also  available:  Home  Health  Care  ^ 

□  Final  Expense  Burial  Plan 

Affordable  Senior  Life  ProtecHon  □  Medicare  Supplement 

under  age  65 

Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed  and  on  disability 


Also  available:  Home  Health  Care 

□  Final  Expense  Burial  Plan 

Affordable  Senior  Life  Protection 


Agents,  GA's  and  MGA's  needed 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  ^hispi 


your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Recoitl  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication. 


2001  State  Senior  Adult  Retreats  at  Gulfshore 


The  Spiritual  Transformational  Senior 


May  17-19  Senior  Adult  II 

Preacher  Phil  Walker,  Ridgecrest,  Madison 
Music  James  Becisley  and  the  Senior  Adult  Choir,  FBQ 
Crystal  Springs 

Phil  Walker 


The  Richardson  Family 

May  14-16  Senior  Adult  I 

Preachers:  Jay  Richardson,  Greenville; 
Gary  Richardson,  West  Point; 

James  Richardson,  Madison 
Music  Ian  Richardson  and  the  Senior 
Adult  Choir,  FBC,  Qeveland 


Dean  Register 

May  21-25  Senior  Adult  III 

Preacher  Dean  Register,  Temple  BC, 
Hattiesburg 

Music  Ken  Hopkins  and  the  Senior 
Adult  Choir,  Temple  BC,  Hattiesburg 


Conferences  on  Reaching  Senicvs  througji  Sunday 
School,  My  Identity  in  Christ,  Free  to  Forgive,  Happy 
Side  of  Life  (humor).  Fitness  and  much  more 

Discipleship  and  FamUy  Ministry  Dept. 

For  info  call:  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1-800-748-1651 


Sunday  School  Growth 
Conference 
Pre-registration  Form 

(Mo  cx>st  for  this  event.) 


Church  Name  _ ' 

Church  Ph(me  _ 

Complete  Address  _ 

Name  of  Perscm  Making  Reservations 


Feb.  27, 2001  •  West  Laurel  Baptist  Church,  Laurel  •  9  a.h.-hooh 


Conference  Leaden 

Jatmes  Walker,  LifeWay  jChristian  Resources,  Mashville 

James  grew  up  in  north'^  Mississippi.  Saved  at  the  age  of  19  and  called  into  the 
ministry  at  2 1 .  James  has  served  churches  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  education  and  administration  and  has  used  the  Growth  Spiral  as  a  tool  for 
evaluation,  motivation  and  planning  in  the  churches  he  has  served. 


Daytime  Hione 


Number  of  Persons  Attending  from  the  Churdi 
Names  of  All  Persons  Attending  _ 


•  It'S  on  Uie  tip  of  your  tongue.  You  Just  can't  put  your 
finger  on  it.  Something  is  happening. 

It  is  a  tool  for  diagnosing  church/Sunday  School  health. 

•  It  is  a  tool  for  ftiture  growth. 

•  It  is  a  tool  to  show  how  the  Sunday  School  is  the 
foundational  strategy  for  the  local  church. 

Ninistiy  Touches  •  SS  Leadership  Meetings 

Space  •  Worship  Attendance 

Workers  •  Offerings 

Training  .  '  '  Baptisms 


Any  church  pre-registeilng  prior  to  Febmary 
wOl  receive  a  lO'year  histoiy  of  the  church  and  a 
Growth  Spiral  diskette. 


Complete  and  return  to:  Sunday  Sdtool  Department, 
PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  392(^ 


Enroiljneht 
Attendance 
Prospects 
Teaching  Units 


need  MOKc  Informatloii? 


Can  us  at  1-800-748-1651  or  (601)968-3800 


Cagle  Awards  Will  be  presented 


W  FEBRUARY  IJ,  2001 

9  A.M.-  NOON 

■  i  ■  i  -  i'S'- 

lIbERTY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

5199  LAKELAND  DRIVE, 

FLOWOQD 


PACK  YOUR  BACS  AND 
CET  READY  TO  JOIN  US  ON 
THE  ADVENTURE  OF  A  LIFETIME! 


rv^is  /ALL  K/A>  I  L/KJ,  VD>  Ul  KtC  I  (JK! 


VBS  LEADERS  TO  DIO  INTO  THE 
iOOl  THEME,  TRUTH  TRACKERS. 


.ft- 


VI 


Trades  san^^ 
curriculum  wiir^  on 
display  and  available 
for  purchase  from 
Jackson's  LifeWay 
Christian  Store 


Christian  Performing  Arts  Festival 

March  23  -  2-i,  2001 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

Cost  S25  ^ 

Drama  •  Clowniiig  •  Puppets  •  Church  RecTcation  •  \'()uth  >IiiiLslr\ 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 
601-968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 


/ 


astor 


Mississippi  College 

Grades  1-12 
1-5  p.m. 

$4  per  person 


To  equip  and  resource  pastors  and  staff  members  to  become  better  able  to  counsel  and 
assist  people  with  life's  struggles  and  problems.  This  training  will  enable  ministers  to 

fulfill  their  pastoral  care  duties. 


RJi,  DAY  RBOJSTRATm 
DHADuwjs  Friday,  January 

(one  form  per  church  please) 


manager  of  Leader  Care  Section, 
"Pastor-Staff  Leadership  Department  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the  SBC,  Nashville 


CHURCH  _ 

CHURCH  ADDRESS 
CITY _ 


director  of  Pastoral  Care 
Ministries  for  Baptist  Health  Systems,  Jackson 


PERSON  SENDING  IN  FORM _ 

PHONE  NO.  (During  the  Day) _ ^ 

NO.  PEOPLE _ X  $4  per  person  =  $ _ Amt.  Enclosed 

(Make  checks  payable  to  ^Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.") 
MAIL  TO:  R.  A.  Day,  Men's  Ministry  Department 
P.O.  Box  530,  lackson,  MS  39205-0530 
Call  968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651  for  more  info 


director  of 

CrossRoads  Counseling  Center,  Rankin 
Baptist  Association,  Brandon 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Dept,  MBCB 

Matt  Buckles,  director 
for  more  info  call  968-3800  in  Jackson  or  1-800-748-1651 


Tuesday,  February  6,  Ethel  Baptist  Church,  Ethel  (near 
Kosciusko)(l-662-674-5204) 

Youth  -  Harvey  Ellis,  MBCB 
Parenting  -  Don  Hicks,  MBCB 
Marriage  -  Tim  Alexander,  Tupelo 
Singles-again  -  Perr)'  Sanderford,  Brandon 

Tuesday,  March  6,  New  Hebron  BC,  (1-601-694-2243) 
Preschool /Children  Workers  -  Don  Hicks,  MBCB 
Youth  -  Harvey  Ellis,  MBCB 
Singles  -  Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 
Parenting  -  Dot  Day,  Hazlehurst 
Marriage  -  Perry  Sanderford,  Jackson 

Thursday,  March  8,  Corinth  BC,  Magee  If 

(1-601-847-2642) 

Marriage  -  Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 
Senior  Adults  -  Ken  Hopkins,  Hattiesburg  1 1 

Parenting  -  Dot  Day,  Hazlehurst 
>  Preschool  -  Beth  Holmes,  Clinton  g 


Tuesday,  Feb.  20, 7-9  p.m..  Rocky  Creek  BC,  Lucedale 
with  Diane  Swain,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


Marriage  Enrichmen t 


Friday  and  Saturday,  Feb.  17-18, 7-9  p.m. 

Neshoba  Baptist  Association  Center,  Philadelphia 
with  Loyd  and  Rita  Sweat,  Amory:  1-662-656-1820 


tot 

Family  MiftiMfy 

mcB 
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For  (1)  Motions  Deveiopnicnt 
Strategy  (Strategic  Mistiont); 
(2)  Baptist  raistionaries  serving 
in  Kosovo  report  that  there  h» 
been  a  spoitiial  struggle  with 


January  1 2  -  January  25,  2001 

t 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 


«  *  For  (1)  Missis! 

rrau  m  total  aareement  With  the  "^A^orh  of  Gob  -  • 

^  ^  „  .|  mtssionaries  c 

./  r  "  ^  assignment,  e 

'faith  'f>eUeVin^.  'bjf  'faith  'KeceiVina. 

^  the  world. 


For  (1)  Mississippi  Baptist 
Symphony  Orchestra  Retreat 
(Church  Music);  (2).  Remember  ' 
jj  mistionaries  on  statewide 
r  assignment,  emeritus  and  for- 
*  mer  missionaries  as  they  have  : 
opportunities  to  share  the 
cMlenge  of  mission  around 


-800-787-PRAY 


Pray  for  the  newly  elected 
president,  vice  president,  and  f 
general  secretary  of  the  Ghana  f 
Baptist  Convention.  Ask  the 
Lord  to  give  these  men  quality,  ) 
quiet  time  with  Himself  in  the  ' 
midst  of  heavy  schedules  and 
their  pressing  responsibilities  ; 
in  the  convention.  « 


For  (1)  Sanctity  of  Human  Life  ^ 
Sunday  (Christian  Action);  (2)  - 
Missionary  Betty  Sntith  has 
served  in  Brazil  for  more  than  f 
25  years.  Pray  for  the  opportu-  > 
nities  intfw  area  of  counseling.  ^ 
Pray  also  (Or  her  neighbor  who  ' 
is  inteiested  hi  the  gospel  since  f 
Betty  gave  her  a  Bible.  j 


For  (1)  Missions  Deygiopment  j 
Strategy  (Strategic  Missions); 

(2)  Baptist  missionaries  serving  | 
in  Kosovo  report  that  there  has  s 
been  a  spiritual  straggle  with  j 
refigiouss9M|ist|Ai  the  city 
of  Pristina.  MBsesf^  by  ! 

than  in  pt|j|^  I 


Ford)  Bi-vocational  ^ 

MinisterVMintsters'  Wives  i 

Banquet  (CAPM);  (2)  | 

Remember  in  prayer  mission¬ 
aries  undergoing  meifical  treat¬ 
ment  and  ^  thoilt'^ho  have 
recently  had  loVndnnes  to  pass  - 
away.  | 


loumeyman  Beth  lohmon  | 

serves  in  the  Glasgow  area  i 

commiHiity  of  LalUiaB,  Dnited  | 
Kingdom.  Pray  for  Beth  and  | 
the  leaders  of  their  evangelistic  | 
outreach  |#ywMftrl|pch  Solid,  t 
and  far  then^rpthr^  of  these  | 
young  pe^fc  to^a^ive  Christ  | 


Some  Baptist  representatives  in , 
Southeast  Asia  &  Oceania  live  $ 
and  work  in  a  place  where  f 
lesus' name  hm  not  been  held  | 
high  for  many  generations. 

Pray  for  their  priMcclion  as 
they  seek  tdbe  a  l^t  for  • 
Christ.  I 


Pray  for:  Missionary  Ken  Moss 
as  he  enlists  people  and  coor¬ 
dinates  a  metfical  trip  to  the 
Guarayos  people  in  San  Pablo, 
Bolivia,  South  America,  in 
March  24|dr^ot^flat1in  as  he 
works  w^  ylb*  leadership 
in  San  Palf^pTWip  the  peo¬ 
ple's  openness  to  tM  gos^. 


The  Refugee  Team  of  Colombia 
asks  you  to  pray  for  God's 
leadership  and  timing  as  they 
begin  evangelizing  and  disd- 
pling  internal  refugees,  and  as 
they  seek  tlut  oWtanitted 
Colombia#  Chtistiliw  to  start 
newchurdws. 


For  (1)  Area  Keyboard  Festivals 
(Church  Musk);  (2)  Steamboat 
BC  in  Nevada  is  reopening. 
Pray  for  a  church  planter  and 
for  the  finances  for  a  buBdfog. 
Pray  for  aiMik  gnperwaldrig 
trip  to  an  up^foilellad,  Muslim- 

Soviet  Union. 


A  Mestizo  man  in  Ecuador 
accepted  Christ  at  the  Bible 
study  at  his  sister's  home  in 
Riobamba.  He  is  an  alcoholic 
and  separated  from  his  wife.  > 
He  brought  Ms  wife  to  church  | 
and  she  accepted  Christ,  too! 
Pray  for  both  of  them  as  they 
grow  in  their  faith. 

t 


.  The  57  million  residents  of 
;  Hubei  Province,  China,  are 
•  generally  thought  of  as  being 
'  argumentative.  Stubborn  and 
{  untrustworthy.  Most  of  its 
‘  people  havesrever  hpard  that 
!  lesus  died  tOiavefhtm.  Ask 
j  God  to  encoBragfe  aM 
i  stienglheii  Chrirtian  workers. 


For  (1)  State  Evangelism 
Conference  (Evangelism); 

(2)  Deacon  Emphasis  Week 
(CAPM);  (3)  Ple^  pray  for 
Prime  Minister  |enny  Shipley 
of  New  Zealand. 


CHURCH 
•  BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATORS 
CONFERENCE 

February  1 ,  2001 
First  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

Theme:  "Leading  People 
Effectively  and  Managing  Resources  Efficiently" 

Purpose:  To  provide  information  and  challenge  to  church  leaders 
on  the  administration,  leadership,  and  resources  of 
church  finances  with  a  biblical  basis  being  strongly 
emphasized. 

Target  Audience:  Pastors,  administrators,  treasurers,  financial 
committees,  deacons,  trustees 

Registration  Fee:  $10  (includes  lunch  at  the  church) 

Sponsored  by: 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  MBCB 
Metro  Baptist  Association,  Jackson 

Call  601 -968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651  for  more  information. 


March  15,  2001 
8:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

Country  Woods  Baptist  Church 
6737  SiwellRoad 
.  Jackson,  Mississippi 
371-7955 

The  conference  is  for  pastors,  staff  members, 
building  committees,  long-r2mge  pl£inning 
committees,  business  administrators  and 
maintenance/property  personnel. 

Please  complete  the  registratioii  form  below  and  mall. 
E-mail  or  few  to: 

Ketth  OfMvIon,  Church  Building  Services 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  NS  39205 
Pax  number:  OOI-TIA-TAIO,  E-mail:  ligordonOmbcb.org 


Qiurch  r^EKiilities  Workshop 
March  15,  2001 
Registration  Torm 

Coutt  #  TO  per  penoa  (tiirlmlni  IwmIi) 

name:  _ 

Address:  _ 


Plionc;_ 


Church/Vendor:  _ 

Amount  Enclosed:  $_ 
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G.  Johnson, 
pastor,  dies  in 
accident 


Glenn  Johnson,  45,  pastor 
of  Peoples  Church,  Ripley, 

died  Nov.  8 - - 

Corinth  ^ 
as  the  result  ' 
of  an  auto- 
mobile 
accident. 

Funeral  ser- 
vices  were 
held  Nov. 


'Alt.  Carmel  Chiirch  of  Edinburg  recently  ordained  Bill  Fulton, 


jimmy  Wilcher,  and  Charles  King  as  deacons.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
William  Keith  Fulton,  pastor;  Fulton;  Wilcher;  King;  and  Laston 
Webb,  chairman  of  deacons. 

Albert  Weeks 
ordained  Nov.  12 

Damascus  Ch _ 

Hazlehurst.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  David  Patterson, 
pastor;  and  Weeks,  pastor  of 
Fellowship  Church,  Lorman. 

Mary  Elyean  Moulds 
Greene,  91,  of  Jay,  Fla.,  died 
Dec.  31.  Funeral  services 
were  held  on  Jan.  3  at  Cora 
Church.  A  former  resident  of 
Louin,  she  has  resided  in  Jay 
for  the  past  seven  years.  Her 
husband, .  .  William  Earl 
Greene,  pjrst  president  of 
Clarke  College,  Newton, 

(1944-54)  died  D^.  30, 1993... 

Survivors  include  son, 

William  Earle  Greene,  and 
daughter,  M^iry^ .... 


Peoples  Johnson 

Church  and 

graveside  services  at  Gilvo 
Cemetery,  Tupelo. 

Officiating  the  services 
werfe  Lowell  Johnson,  New 
Hope  Church,  Tupelo,  and 
Titus  Tyer,  Fellowship  Church, 
Ripley. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
Paula  Coker  Johnson,  Ripley; 
daughter,  Christina  Johnson, 
Ripley;  sons,  William  Johnson 
Jr.  and  Christopher  Johnson, 
Ripley;  sister,  Rhonda 
Johnson,  Meridian;  and  moth¬ 
er,  Leora  Hamm  Johnson, 
Tupelo.  He  was  preceded  in 
death  by  his  father,  William 
Gene  Johnson. 

First  Church,  Ripley,  has  set 
up  a  memorial  fund  for  the 
Johnson  family  at  Peoples 
Bank  of  Ripley.  To  contribute 
to'  the  Glenn  Johnson 
Memorial  Fund,  contact  the 
Peoples  Bank  of  Ripley  at  P.O. 
Box  419,  Ripley,  MS  38663. 
Telephone  (662)  837-8191.  . 


Cochran  and  Mitchell 


was 


Blaine  Cochran  (left)  and  Pine  Grove  Church,  Picayune. 
Jonathan  Mitchell  were  recent-  Mitchell  was  recognized  for 
ly  presented  perfect  attendance  tvyo  years  and  Cochran  for  one 
certificates  for  Sunday  School  at  year.  Reggie  Bridges  is  pastor. 


Pbws,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  lighting, 
folding  doors, 
theater  seats. 


Van  Winkle 
Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  Kfe.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Pine  Grove  Church,  Picc^ne,  recently  held  deacon  ordination 
service  for  Steve  Cochran,  Oliver  Roberts,  William  Seal,  and  Jerry 
Loupe.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Bill  Warren,  interim  pastor;  Cochran; 
Roberts;  Seal;  and  Loupe.  — ^  , 


churches  in  Louisiana  since  10.  Potts,  a  native  of  Ohio, 

1973.  Henson  is  a  graduate  of  previously  fc 

Clarke  College,  Louisiana  served 

College,  and  received  his  Crystal  Lake 

masters  of  divinity  and  doc-  Community 

tor  of  ministry  at  New  Church  in 

Orleans  Seminary.  CrystalE"’*  ’  TW^ 

Daniel  Memorial  Church,  is  a  graduate  ^  r  ^ 

Jackson,  has  called  Steven  of  Mount  1^^  iH 

Potts  as  pastor  effective  Dec.  Vernon 


Henson  has 
been  called 
as  pastor  at 
Oakdale 
Church, 
Brandon.  He 
is  a  native  of 
Meridian 
and  has 
served 


Henson 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1 953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

We  buy  used  buses 

LifeWay 


tou  con  touch  the  world'  Hot  le  a  rpcdul 
opponimiiy  to  help  UufUias  atound  the  umrU 
through  the  Baptist  World  ANiance 

You  are  a  part  nl  43  iruUnm  Buplisi  behesm. 
icpTesnitiug  a  cuneiiunny  of  ini)  tnillion  in 
200cauntne< 

Yuur  support  will  help  tiK  OW'A  to  I  'niie  Bapti«< 
worldwide,  lead  in  wield  cv-jngcli»a  lespond  to 
people  in  need  and  defend  human  tights. 

Send  yttur  Baptist  World  (XTenng  to. 

(Yieck  the  Wehnite  Baptist  World  .Mliamv 

We  II  have  BWA  flay  6733  Curran  .Street 

inturnukun’un  the  VkUMn.VX  22101  6063  I '.SA 

BWA  website  WWW hwineinrg  Phune  +1  TW  gOgO  yiVflr 

C mail  nWAtfhwanelorg 
Website  www.bwaiitLieg 

/iSr,^l  ^!!hrr,>  ,tuln^tr  'T*" 
aps  VfirrJi  nashrtu^,  .'iVn;'  M.>  t  nun>t. 


TihtlpyMrclMieh 
ttstnt  BWA  D19,  )«Ni 
can  «rdtr  the  Mowinit; 

•  Bullctlii  liiacftA 

•  nWA  Rlnrhutcs 

•  Offering  Envelopes 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


Available  in  20'  to  37'  models 
(13  to  47  pas-sengers.  New  A  Used) 


www.carpenterbus.com 
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The  Baptist  Record 


Champion  athlete  has  Victory  that  coimts' 


RA  Day  set 
for  fan.  20  at 
Miss.  College 

The  annual  Mississippi 
Royal  Ambassador  (RA)  Day 
will  take  place  from  1-5  p.m. 
on  January  20  in  Swor 
Auditorium  on  the  campus  of 
Mississippi  College  (MC)  in 
Clinton.  All  boys  in  grades  one 
through  twelve  and  their  lead¬ 
ers  are  invited.  Cost  is  $4  per 
person  and  registration  dead¬ 
line  is  January  12.  Fee 
includes  admission  to  the  MC 
basketball  game  that  day  and 
limited  supplemental  insur¬ 
ance.  For  more  information 
and  to  register,  contact  Carol 
Wright  in  the  Men's  Ministry 
Department  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  at 
(601)  292-3335  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  335.  E-mail; 
cwright@mbcb.org. 


Rankin  to  hold 
missions  rally 
on  January  18 

Rankin  Association  in 
Brandon  will  host  their  annual 
missions  rally  beginning  at 
5:30  p.m.  on  January  18  at 
First  Church,  Brandon.  Rick 
Ferguson,  senior  pastor  of 
Riverside  Church  in  Denver, 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker. 
Riverside  Church  is  the  largest 
Southern  Baptist  church  in 
Colorado  and  supports  24 
satellite  congregations  in  the 
Denver  area.  A  Tight  meal  will 
be  served  at  5:30  p.m.;  cost  is 
$4  per  person  and  reservations 
are  required  by  January  1 5.  For 
more  information,  contact  the 
association  office  at  (601 )  932- 
2182. 


Baptist  Collegl  News 


BETHANY,  Okla^  (BP)  —  OU's  career  record  for 
Sounding  more  like  a  preacher  touchdown  passes  in 
than  an  All- America  quarter-  the  second  game  of  the 
back  of  a  national  champi-  season,  told  the 

onship  team.  University  of  packed  house  he  has 
Oklahoma  (OU)  quarterback  always  loved  football. 
Josh  Heupel  told  members  and  Raised  in  the  north- 
guests  at  Council  Road  Church  eastern  South  Dakota 
m  Bethany,  Okla.,  to  keep  their  city  of  Aberdeen  with 
eyes  "fixed  on  the  cross.'*  a  population  of  25,000- 

"The  main  reason  I'm  here  3(1,000,  Heupel  grew 
today  is  to  help  strengthen  up  around  football,  as 
those  who  already  walk  with  his  father  is  a  football 
the  Lord,  and  encourage  those  co^ich  at  Aberdeen 
who  don't  to  take  the  first  step  Central  and  his  moth- 
toward  him,"  Heupel  told  the  er  is  a  high  school 
Sunday  morning  worshipers  a  principal, 
few  weeks  before  he  led  his  Heupel's  mother 
team  to  defeat  Florida  State  was  quoted  as  saying 
University  for  the  national  col-  when  she  handed  2- 
lege  football  championship.  year-old  Josh  ovgr  the 
He  was  joined  on  the  pro-  fence  to  Ms  father  dur- 
gram  by  three  teammates:  run-  ing  football  practice, 
nine  back  (Quentin  Griffin,  cen-  she  knew  she  would 
ter  Bubba  Burcham,  and  defen-  never  get  him  back, 
sive  lineman  Bary  Holleyman,  "I  was  at  my  dad's 
a  member  of  Council  Road.  practices,  wanting  to 
Griffin,  Burcham,  and  be  the  best  athlete  I 
Holleyman  were  introduced  in'  could,"  Heupel  said, 
both  worship  services,  then  "and  I  had  some  suc- 
moved  to  various  Sunday  School  cess  in  high  school, 
classes  to  give  their  testimonies.  After  graduat 
Heupel  was  named  the  Heupel  went  to  Wt 
Heisman  trophy's  runner-up  State  College,  wl 
Dec.  9  in  New  York  City. 

At  Council  Road  Church, 

Heupel  stepped  to  the  pulpit 


couldn't  imderstand 
why  I  felt  I  was  crum¬ 
bling  under  the  wei^t 
on  my  shoulders." 

Heupel,  who  attends 
Riverside  Church,  a 
nondenominational 
congregation  in 

Norman,  said  he  knew 
the  Lord  but  didn't  love 
him  —  and  "there  is  a 
key  difference." 

"Once  you  know  the 
Lord,  you  will  go  back 
to  him,"  Heupel 
declared.  "I  decided  I 
was  going  to  bow 
down  wfcKe  the  Lord 
and  let  hint  take  control 
of  my  life." 

Immediately,  he  said, 
the  weight  was  lifted 
from  his  shoulders,  and 
when  he  looked  in  the 
mirror,  he  was  happy 
with  who  he  is  because 
I  know  "I  have  the  vic¬ 
tory  that  counts." 

Heupel,  who  volun¬ 
teers  with  second- 
grade  transitional  kids 
m  reading  and  writing 
in  a  Norman  school, 
said  there  was  a  change 
OU  quarterback  Josh  Heupel  in  him  as  a  person  and 
He  (flashing  the  #1  sign)  and  tight  end  Trent  Smith  cele-  as  a  football  player, 
his  brate  a  touchdown.  (BP  photo)  "It  wasn't  that  I  was 

ind  - r -  working  harder,"  he 

e.  Heupel  said  he  decided  to  go  noted.  "I've  always  been  a  hard 

;ight  on  my  to  a  junior  college,  thinking  a  worker,  but  it  was  because  God 
s  not  happy  new  place  and  new  challenges  took  charge." 
leupel  said,  would  make  him  happy.  Cteportunities  began  to  open 

lugn  to  han-  "I  enrolled  at  Snow  Junior  up,  he  said,  one  of  mose  being 
it  way.  I  Wcis  College,  in  a  town  with  a  popu-  the  chance  to  come  to  the 
?el,  I  placed  lation  of  3,000,  half  of  whom  University  of  Oklahoma, 
and  I  didn't  ,  were  college  people,"  he  said,  "It  wasn't  until  I  gave  him 
e  mirror."  "but  I  still  wasn't  happy,  and  I  the  authority  to  let  him  use  me 

to  reach  others  that  hdjgave  me 

^the  blessings  in  life  I  so 

desired,"  the  6'2",  214-pound 
athlete  pointed  out. 


Mississippi  College  (MC)  Mississippi  College  (MC)  marketing;  micro 
held  its  third  annual  School  of  Business  and  the  quantitative  and  sta 
December  commencement  Office  of  Continuing  Education  niques;  accounting 
ceremonies  on  Decr-22  in  A.  E.  are  pleased  to  announce  the  cim  management. 
Wood  Coliseum.  Degrees  start  of  the  innovative  accelerat-  interested  in  the 
were  conferred  on  209  candi-  ed  prerequisite  program  that  MBA  Prerequisite  Pi 
dates,  with  39  of  these  obtain-  allows  students  to  complete  contact  Ken  Gilli 
ing  advanced  degrees.  Fifteen  pre^uisites  for  the  master  of  Office  of  Continuin] 
law  degrees  were  awarded.  Dusiness  administration  (MBA)  (601)  925-3263  or  e-i 
Charles  E.  Martin,  vice  presi-  degree  in  an  abbreviated  time  tinuing-ed@mc.edu, 
dent  for  academic  affairs,  frame.  The  program  is  designed  „ 

emeritus,  gave  the  com-  for  students  who  desire  an  ■:  **  ^  ^  gJ 

mencement  address.  Martin,  a  MBA  but  do  not  have  a  business  X'  ' 

native  of  Mantee,  retired  from  background  or  undergraduate 
MC  in  1996  after  serving  the  degree  or  lack  only  a  few  of  the 
institution  for  38  years,  required  prerequisites.  Most 
Donald  Kleeb,  pastor  or  Gum  courses  offered  through  | 

Grove  Church,  Brookhaven,  Accelerated  MBA  Program  CUSTOM  stained  Cl 
gave  the  invocation.  Frank  meet  two  evenings  per  week  churches  and  he 
Harmon,  pastor  of  First  over  a  four-week  peruxi  in  Self  ’  J  ^ 

Church,  Newton,  gave  the  Hall.  Course  offerings  cover  _  * 

benediction.  such  subjects  as  management;  .  .  *  f' 

'  winnnw^  i  nliimhn 


FIRST  RAPTIST  CHURCH,  CALHOUN 
CITY,  MS  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 
music.  Send  resume  to  Rev.  ftiul  L.  Smith 
and  Mrs.  Helen  Lackey,  P.O.  Box  94, 
Calhoun  City,  MS  38916-0094.  for  more 
information  call  the  church  at  (662)  628- 
6633,  fax  (662)  628-1 733.  www.cdbc.com. 


toll  free  FOR  SALE:  51  church  pews  and  pulpit 
furniture.  PeWs  are  13  feet  long.  Cost 
CRAWFORD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  $4,995.00.  Call  (601)  763-7571 . 
SEEKING  God's  man  as  our  education  THE  SEARCH  TEAM  FOR  THE 
and  administration  pastor.  The  church  PENSACOLA  BAY  BAPTIST 
desires  an  experienced  man  to  grow  ASSOCIATION  is  now  accepting 
our  300+  Sunday  School.  Send  resumes  for  the  position  of  director, 
resumes  to  3000  Sun  Valley  Dr.,  Please  address  inquiries  and  corr^pon- 
Mobile,  AL  36618.  dence  to  Dr.  Bob  Greene,  Pensacola 

ALLEN  MDS-AO-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN.  Bay  Baptist  Association,  1100  W. 
3-manual  with  drawknobs.  Six  years  Michigan  Avenue,  Pensacola,  Florida, 
old.  Four  finished  speakers.  45  speak-  32505.  All  correspondence  should  be 
ing  stops,  55  rank  equivalent.  Expander  received  by  February  28,  2001 . 

II  and  Smart  recorder.  Perfect  ^ondi-  CFI  _  PEWS,  I^EW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
non.  $28,500.' Cbhtact  JlftfDr  Susan  steeples,  &  Stained  glass,  MS  &  AL. 
Link  ®  (601)  264-2116.  1-B()0-830-0583. 
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ON  ACCOUNTIBILITY 

Editor; 

Item  1:  There  are  about  35,000 
young  people  who  have  made  a 
commitment  to  some  kind  of 
missionary  service.  Ihe  shocking 
fact  is  that  probably  95%  wm 
never  make  it  into  that  work,  and 
one  of  the  main  reasons  is  that,  in 
many  cases,  we  don't  even  have 
the  money  to  follow  up  their  ini¬ 
tial  commitment.  —  George 
Verwer,  founder  and  internation¬ 
al  coordinator  of  C^>eration 
Mobilization,  in  Current 
Thoughts  and  Trends,  12/2000. 

Item  2:  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  offering  for 
International  Missions  offering 
goal:  $115  million,  v 

These  items  seem  to  be  unre¬ 
lated  imtil  one  finds  an  SBC 
Mexican  missionary  in  Oregon 
who  received  only  $200  a  monttr 
from  the  North  American 
Mission  Board.  This  ttrissionary 
from  Mexico  to  the  U.S.  also 
happens  to  pcistor  the  largest 
Baptist  church  in  his  area,  a  com¬ 
munity  of  85,000  population. 

One  has  to  a^  the  obvious 


question:  Where  is  the  account- 
ahility  from  the  international, 
national,  state,  and  local  associa¬ 
tion  back  to  the  local  church  for 
the  funds  which  the  members  of 
the  local  churches  contribute? 

The  Scripture  has  much  to 
say  regardmg  giving  to  mis¬ 
sions,  but  not  at  the  exprense  of 
the  missionary.  God  will  one 
day  hold  accountable  those 
who  at  present  do  not  want  to 
give  an  accoimt. 

Allen  W.  Rhodes 
\ficksburg 


ENEMY  IN  CAMP 
Editor: 

The  enemy  is  in  our  camp!  I 
was  visiting  the  Natchez  Trace 
Indian  Festival  in  Ridgeland 
when  I  met  a  man  who  was 
from  New  Jersey  originally  and 
moved  to  Meridian  to  ''preach" 
to  lis  wayward  Baptists, 
Methodists,  and  any  other 
"Christian"  Religion  that  was 
under  "false  doctrine!" 

The  time  is  getting  short. 
Even  now  a  Mormon  church  is 
being  built  in  my  community. 


Lazy,  sleeping  children  of  God 
are  allowmg^tan  to  have  his 
way  little  by  little  and  we  don't 
seem  to  care. 

That's  why  this  country  is  in 
a  mess! 

We  Christians  sleep  while 
the  enemy  comes  and  takes 
control  of  everything!  Pastors, 
it's  time  to  go  to  war  with  the 
world.  Children  of  God,  gird 
up  yourself  also.  It's  time  to 
fight  for  what  is  right  in  God's 
sight  —  before  it's  too  late! 

Let  us  not  be  prisoners  of 
Satan's  domain. 

Stand  up,  now.  Fight!  Fight 
for  God.  Fight  for  the  lost 
souls  who  are  held  captive. 
Stand  up  against  false 
prophets  and  teachers.  A  war 
IS  raging  and  the  enemy  is 
already  in  our  camp. 

May  God  have  mercy  on  us! 

T.  A.- Green 

West 


HELP  YOUNG  PREACHERS 

Editor: 

I  hope  you  will  be  gracious 
enough  to  publish  this  even 


though  die  church  I  pastor  is 
not  a  part  of  ^y  association. 

The  reason  I  write  this  is 
because  I  have  waited  for  some 
pastor  in  some  association  to 
complain.  None  has. 

As  I  understand  the  word¬ 
ing,  "director  of  missions"  does 
not  mean  "pastor  of  churches." 

As  an  example,  I  know 
churches  when  they  are  in 
need  of  a  pastor  will  invite 
the  director  of  missions  to 
preach  for  them  until  they 
rind  a  pastor,  and  they  will 
accept  the  invitation  while 
young  men  of  God,  called  to 
preacn,  are  not  asked. 

Why  won't  the  directors  of 
missions  be  gracious  enough 
to  recommend  that  the  church 
in  need  give  some  of  these 
young  men  an  opportuniw  to 
do  what  God  has-called  them 
to  do? 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with 
the  director  of  missions  help¬ 
ing  out  when  he  can  provided 
there  are  no  young  preachers 
available. 

A.R.  Garrison 

Belmont  Road  Church 

Sardis 


Fellowship  offers  encouragement  to  ministers 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor _ 

Recent  reports  tell  of  pas¬ 
tors  and  staff  burning  out 
spiritually,  emotionally,  and 
physically.  This  is  devastating 
to  the  minister's  family  and 
church. 

According  to  Perry 
Sanderford,  staff  counselor  of 
Crossroads  Counseling  Center 
in  Brandon  and  co-founder 
and  director  of  Covenant 
Ministerial  Fellowship,  there 
is  help  available  for  ministers 
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wanting  to  strengthen  them¬ 
selves  and  their  ministries. 

Sanderford  was  instrumental 
in  founding  the  Covenant 
Ministerial  Fellowship  (CMF),  a 
voluntary  fellowship  of  minis¬ 
ters  committed  to  mutual  fellow¬ 
ship  with  God  and  each  other,  a 
conunitment  with  accountability 
to  a  code  of  ministerial  ethics, 
and  providing  opportunities  for 
personal  and  vocational  growth 
opportunities. 

All  over  Mississippi,  minis¬ 
ters  meet  regularly  to  encour¬ 
age,  enrich,  challenge,  and 
worship  together.  At  a  recent 
meeting  at  First  Church, 
Columbus,  ministers  partici¬ 
pating  spent  a  morning  shar¬ 
ing  needs  in  their  churches, 
brainstorming  solutions  to 
complex  challenges,  and  gen¬ 
erally  affirming  each  other. 


r  IT  DOESN’T  HAVE  TO 
COST  A  FORTUNE! 

Purchase  your  casket 
wholesale  and  use  the 
funeral  home  of  your 
choice.  Save  thousands  of 
dollars.  Start  today  by 
mailing  the  application  below  and  $1.00  to: 


This  meeting,  as  is  typical 
of  other  meetings,  was 
marked  by  a  refreshing  sense 
of  openness  and  participation. 
It  was  not  a  "therapy"  group; 
rather,  pastors  were  encour¬ 
aged  to  simply  talk  about 
their  issues  while  being 
encouraged  and  appropriately 
challenged. 

Sanderford  states  that  to 
date,  the  CMF  is  the  only 
known  ■  vehicle  among 
Southern  Baptist  ministers 
that  offers  ongoing  dialogue 
that  enhances  personal 
growth,  a  structure  for  volun¬ 
tary  discipline,  and  an  avenue 
for  restoration. 

"Southern  Baptist  ministers 
need  to  learn  to  encourage 
and  support  one  another  in 
vocational  and  personal 
issues,"  said  Sanderford.  "The 
autonomy  of  local  Southern 
Baptist  ministers  and  church¬ 
es  is  one  of  our  greatest  her¬ 
itages  and  strengths.  But  as 
Ray  Frank  Robbins  said,  'Any 
virtue  carried  to  an  extreme 
can  become  a  vice.'  The  cry  of 


'autonomy'  has  adversely  cre¬ 
ated  an  environment  of  com¬ 
petition  and  distrust  which 
oreeds  'isolation.'" 

Sanderford  believes  that 
strong  relationships  among 
ministers  will  lead  to  stronger 
ministers  and  effective  min¬ 
istries.  He  states, 

"Approximately  125  Southern 
Baptist  ministers  are  prema¬ 
turely  terminated  from  their 
churches  each  month. 

"I  personally  believe  that 
the  Covenant  Ministerial 
Fellowship  is  just  one  of 
God's  responses  to  this  great 
evil  that  is  manifesting  itself 
in  attacks  on  ministers," 
Sanderford  said. 

CMF  is  a  non-profit  corpo¬ 
ration.  Some  funding  comes 
from  member's  dues,  while 
churches,  other  non-profit 
organizations,  and  individu¬ 
als  also  contribute  to  the 
group's  financial  needs. 

For  more  information  write 
CMF,  P.O.  Box  1257,  Brandon, 
MS,  39043,  or  call  ^nderford 
at  (601)  992-3768. 


Name: 
Address: 


Phone: 


For  information  on  insurance,  please  state  your  age 


Mississippi  Residents  Only  ♦  Information  uporvreque^t 


Mt.  Zion  Baptist  Church 

68o  Mt.  Zion  Road  N.W. 

,  Brookhaven,  MS 
presents 

Heaven's  Gates  & 

Hell's  Flames 

January  14  -  6:30  p.m. 

January  15  &  16  -  7:00  p.m. 


Nursery  &  children’s  ministry  provided. 
For  more  information  oail  (601)  SSa^BOia. 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instaryces, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  ryot  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-rryonth  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  dyt 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  ryotke 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Preparation  for  Jesus 

Luke  3:2-17 


Sharon  Neff 


person  planned  to  make 
everythmg  rigjtt  even- 
tualfy,  but  was  found 


Why  is  the  word  "repent"  so  tualfy,  but  was  found 
unpopular?  Is  it  because  that  in  out  before  ttiis  could  be  N< 
repenting,  we  must  confess  that  dtxie.  Because  of  mis- 
we  did  something  wrong  and  guided  good  intentions,  it  was 
turn  away  from  it?  Is  it  because  difficult  to  admit  to  wrongdoing 
we  must  admit  that  we  have  and  truly  repent 


sinned,  and  that  in  admitting 
sin,  we  acknowledge  that  there 
are  moral  absolutes,  an  idea 
that  is  extremely  out  of  favor  in 
our  culture? 

During  our  lives,  we  probably 
have  encountered  people  who 
may  have  diought  they  were 
repenting  but  were  simply  sony 
they  had  been  caught  in  ti\eir 
wrongdoing. 

What  about  die  person  caught 
in  an  ille^  business  deal  vmo 


apologized  by  saying  'T'm  sony 
things  tumecf  out  this  way"?  This 


ana  truly  repent 

Another  person  may  be  sorry 
to  have  been  caught  in  an  adul¬ 
terous  affair.  Using  excuse  after 
excuse  to  justify  the  affair  for  a 
while,  this  person  finally 
seemed  to  repmt  in  a  rush  of 
emotion  and  grief.  Yet  it  wasn't 
too  long  before  immoral  conduct 
began  again,  leading  us  to 
beueve  that  the  grief  came  from 
not  being  able  to  get  away  with 
it,  not  from  the  realization  and 
admission  of  sin  and  the  subse¬ 
quent  turning  from  it. 

Yet,  to  live  a  lifestyle  according 


Explore  the  Bible 

Staying  the  course 

Acts  21:10-14, 27-32 


By  Lee  Yancey _  marked  Jesus'  jour¬ 

ney  —  the  same 
Saddened  by  the  awareness  strong  resolve  on 
of  Paul's  immment  death,  the  Jesus^part,  the  same 
Ephesian  elders  were  ^eluc^nt  misgivmgs  on  the 


to  let  Paul  board  his  ship.  Luke, 
an  eyewitness,  uses  ffte  phrase 
"tearing  ourselves  away  from 
them"  to  convey  the  emotional 
coiKem  the  elders  had  for  them. 

Traveling  to  Jerusalem,  Paul 
was  assured  that  great  perils 
lay  ahead.  The  boat  on  which 
he  sailed  left  Miletus  and 
made  stops  at  Cos,  Rhodes, 
and  Patara.  There  Paul  and  his 
companions  changed  ships 
and  went  to  Phoenicia.  They 
passed  by  the  island  of  Cyprus 
on  the  left  and  made  port  in 
Tyre  of  Syria. 

In  Tyre,  Paul  found  the 
local  disciples  and  was 
warned  not  to  ^o  to 
Jerusalem.  Paul's  Journey  to 
Jerusalem  is  reminiscent  of 
Jesus'  final  journey  to 
Jerusalem  in  tne  Synoptic 
gospels  (Matthew,  Mark,  and 
Luke).  The  same  forebodings 


Jesus^part,  the  same  Yancey 
misgivmgs  on  the 
part  of  the  disciples.  e< 

Caution  (Acts  21:10-12).  A  o 
certain  prophet  named  Agabus  fi 
in  lyre,  the  same  prophet  who  u 
predicted  ffie  famme  in  11:27-  ii 
28,  prophesied  that  the  Jews  T 
would  nand  Paul  over  to  the  P 
Gentiles  in  Jerusalem.  t( 

Agabus  took  Paul's  girdle  n 
(the  long  cloth  that  was  bound  tl 
several  times  about  his  waist),  b 
and  with  it  bound  his  hcmds 
and  feet  indicating  how  his  p 
betrayal  would  occur.  It  is  d 
interesting  that  it  did  not  a 
occur  that  way  exactly,  k 
Instead,  the  Jews  would  try  to  t( 
murder  Paul  in  the  Temple  but  n 
the  Romans  would  rescue  him  (] 
for  his  own  protection.  d 

The  companions  of  Paul  C 
and  the  disciples  in  Tyre  cau-  tl 
tinned  against  Paul's  going  to 
Jerusalem.  Well-meaning  3 
friends  sometimes  try  to  g 


to  God's  design,  repent 
we  must  The  message  of 
repentance  preached  by 
J(^  the  Baptist  as  he  pre- 
p<ired  the  way  for  the 
Lord  is  as  relevant  today 
as  it  was  then.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  of  his  day  saw  no 
need  to  repent  Ihey  fol¬ 
lowed  the  rules  and  laws 
f  —  on  ffie  surface  —  then 
twisted  them  and  pervert¬ 
ed  die  ^irit  of  the  law  to  tiieir 
own  selnsh  ends. 

Just  as  people  today  feel  that 
any  behavior  is  fine  as  long  as 
they  can  get  by  with  ff,  so  many 
of  John's  contemporaries  felt 
that  anything  they  could  get 
away  with  was  fine  as  long  as' 
they  could  fit  it  into  the  letter  of 
the  law. 

John  called  for  repentance  so 
that  sins  could  be  forgiven  (v.  3). 
Sins  must  be  admitted  to  and 
repented  of  so  ttiat  we  can  receive 
forgiveness.  Whetiier  we  ^ 
sneaking  ciround  so  we  wcHi't  be 
caught  or  wiggling  around  cm  the 
edge  of  rig|ra  and  wrong,  we 


—  deter  believers  from 
doing  what  God  wants 
of  them. 

Commitment  (Acts 
21:13-14).  Many  stu¬ 
dents  of  the  Biole  see 
similarities  between 
Paul's  response  in  21:13 
and  Jesus'  response  in 
Luke  22:42,  tfius  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  scene  as 
y  Paul's  Gethsemane. 

While  everyone  plead¬ 
ed  with  Paul  not  to  go,  they 
could  not  deter  him  mjm  his 
firm  conviction  that  tiie  journey 
was  in  God's  will.  Paul  was 
indeed  willir^  to  die  if  need  be. 
The  others  mially  recognized 
Paul's  resolve  and  did  not  try 
to  prevent  him  from  his  jour¬ 
ney.  If  it  was  in  God's  will  then 
they  prayed  that  the  Lord's  will 
be  done. 

It  was  much  like  Jesus' 
prayer  in  Gethsemane.  Neither 
did  he  relish  facing  the  human 
agony  of  the  cross  but  nonethe¬ 
less  committed  himself  wholly 
to  Gcxl's  purpose  for  him:  "not 
my  will,  but  yours  be  done" 
(Luke  22:42).  Believers  can 
commit  themselves  to  follow 
God's  leadership  regardless  of 
the  consequences. 

Consequences  (Acts  21:27- 
32).  Part  of  Paul's  purpose  in 
going  to  Jerusalem  was  to 


must  come  clean  at  some  point 
and  admit  our  sin. 

Jcrfm  was  sort  of  an  imconven- 
tio^  guy  who  r>ever  shied  away 
ffom  confronting  people  with 
th^  sin.  He  knew  the  Savior  was 
coming  and  he  knew  that  this 
was  part  of  his  missicm  in  prepar¬ 
ing  n«  way.  We  know  mat  the 
Savior  is  coming^again,  and  that 
even  thou^  as  Christians  we  are 
saved  by  grace,  our  actions  do 
have  eternal  ccKisequences. 

Everycme  needs  to  be  prepared 
for  eternity.  Besides  examining 
our  own  hearts,  we  may  be  called 
fton*time  to  time  to  confront  peo¬ 
ple  with  their  sin,  urging  them  to 
repent  and  be  restored,  doing  it 
all  in  a  spirit  of  love. 

It  is  mteresting  to  note  that 
repentance  invmves  turning 
away  from  the  sin,  changing 
directions,  possibly  changing 
lifestyles.  John  said,  "Produce 
fruit  m  keeping  wiffi  repentance" 
(v.  8)  and  men  gave  examples  to 
point  the  people  in  the  right 
direction  for  a  godly,  ethical 
lifestyle. 


express  the  unity  between  the 
Gentile  and  the  Jewish 
Christians.  He  knew  ffie  risks 
involved  in  coming  to  Jerusalem 
and  was  more  than  willing  to 
participate  in  the  Jewish  act  of 
piety  (the  purification  for  file 
Nazirite  Ceremony)  if  it  would 
justify  his  (Gentile  mission  in  the 
eyes  of  Jewi^  Christuins. 

His  purification  would  take 
seven  days.  As  Paul  returned 
to  the  Temple  on  the  seventh 
day,  he  was  spotted  there  by 
some  Asian  Jews,  probably 
from  Ephesus.  Paul  had  spent 
three  years  in  Ephesus  and 
part  or  the  time  in  their  syna¬ 


gogue  (19:8). 
They  mad 


They  made  several  accusa¬ 
tions  against  Paul:  that  he 
spoke  against  the  Torah,  that  he 
spoke  against  the  Temple,  and 
most  seriously  that  Paul 
"taught  against  our  people." 

In  a  sense  Paul  did  just  this. 
His  leveling  gospel  of  oneness 
of  all  in  Jesus  Cmist,  Greek  as 
well  as  Jew,  reduced  the  signif¬ 
icance  of  the  Jews  as  (jod's  cho¬ 
sen  people.  Ill  this  instance  fiiey 
accused  him  of  temple  viola¬ 
tion  by  taking  a  Gentile  beyond 
the  court  of  file  (Gentiles  into 
the  sacred  precincts  that  were 
ojjen  to  Jews  only. 

The  large  outer  courtyard, 
known  as  the  court  or  the 


One  of  rny  all-time  favorite 
books  is  What's  So  Amazing 
About  Grace?  \>y  Philip  Yancey. 
It  presents  a  life-changing  pic¬ 
ture  of  God's  grace  ana  forgive¬ 
ness.  Yet  there  is  a  chapter  on 
"grace  abuse"  where  he  points 
out  that  grace  abuse  occurs 
when  we  say  we're  sorry  and 
then  go  ri^t  back  to  the  sin, 
usually  again  and  again. 

Grace  abuse  involves  being 
sorry  we  got  caught  or  even 
sorry  we  sinned,  but  then  we 
purposely  keep  on  sinning 
because  we  have  the  attitude 
that  "Oh  well,  God's  grace  wiU 
cover  my  sin  and  I  can  ask  for 
forglVtfiTess  again." 

A  truly  repentant  person 
will  be  making  an  all-out 
effort  to  turn  away  from  the 
sin,  even  though  they  may 
stumble  from  time  to  time.  Let 
us  be  brave  enough  to  exam¬ 
ine  our  hearts  and  lives,  admit 
our  sin,  and  live  a  life  set  apart 
by  repentance.  * 

is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Greenville. 


Gentiles,  was  opien  to  all.  The 
temple  proper  was  not.  The 
charge  was  unfounded.  Luke 
made  that  clear  (v.  29). 

The  Asian  Jews  had  seen 
Paul  in  the  city  with 
Trophimus,  one  of  the  Ephesian 
representatives  in  the  collection 
ddegation  (20:4).  They  were 
lookmg  for  something  against 
Paul,  and  they  quicklyjumped 
to  the  conclusion  fiiat  Paul  bad 
taken  the  (Gentile  into  the  inner 
area  of  the  Temple  l»ey«nd  the 
warning  stones.  (Acoacding  to 
Josephus,  a  first  century  Jewish 
philosopher,  there  were  wam- 
mg  stones  set  at  regular  inter¬ 
val  in  Greek  and  Latin  forbid¬ 
ding  non-Jews  from  entering. 
Two  of  these  stones  have  been 
excavated.  Both  had  Greek 
texts  and  the  same  message: 
any  foreigner  proceeding 
beyond  the  barrier  did  so  on 
pam  of  death.) 

The  Asian  Jews  stirred  the 
crowd  to  a  riot  by  making  false 
accusations  against  Paul.  The 
Roman  commander  and  his 
troops  prevented  the  Jews  from 
killing  Paul.  People  may  mis¬ 
understand  and/or  violently 
opjxise  others  who  seek  to 
carry  out  God's  will. 

Yanc^  is  consultant  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Cnristian 
Action  Commission. 
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Casey  &  Camic  McCalTcry 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Rogers 
Robert  McCarty 
Dr.  &  rtrs.  Theodore  C.  Miller 
Ross  McCool 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  Ackley 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  3.  McDade 
Mrs.  Bertha  McCaskill 
Mrs.  Eugenia  M.  Therrell 
Frank  McDaniel 
Ms.  EUouise  Bane 
Mrs.  Virginia  McGuire  . 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gus  Evans 
Richard  McMahan 
Fred  &  Ann  Clark 
R.  J.  McMath,  Sr. 

Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mary  Meli 
Mrs.  Virginia  Gardner 
Kenneth  Wayne  Miller 
Mrs.  Helen  Daves 
Steve  Miller 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  J.  Spears 
Mrs.  Pauline  Monk 
Men's  SSC.  Liberty  BC-Liberty 
Mrs.  Wanda  E.  Owen 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Everett  Wilson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifton  Terrell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  F.  W.  Dixon 
Mildred  Moody 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Brooks  E.  Patterson 
Mrs.  Ragenia  Moore 
Ms.  Irene  Aberruthy 
Venable  Moore  . 

Trinity  BC- Vicksburg 
Mother  of  Jerry  Morriaaa 
M/M  Jimmy  Layer  (Layer  DisL) 
Miss  Vera  Mortimer 
Mrs.  Helen  Daves 
Mrs.  Hd&l  Mortimer 
Mrs.  Helen  Daves 
Father  of  Mr.  Bob  MnUns 
John  &  Lytm  Morrow 
Gene  Mullins 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bill  H.  Davis 
Mr.  Garrett  Mullins 
Mr.  &^rs.  Frank  W.  Barrett 
Mp>R^bert  B.  Mullins 
"nAi.  A  Mrs.  C.  L.  CoUins 
Lakeside  Park  Community  Club 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Barefoot 
Mrs.  Editb  Myers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marvin  Richardson 
Grade  Newsom 
Mrs.  Mary  Nell  May 


Ken  Starkey 

Mr.  Lonnie  Sims 
Mr.  Paul  Statham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  R.  H.  Gtenn  Jr. 
Marian  Stewart 
Mrs.  Marguerite  Singleton 
Mr.  N.  Ben  SlUl 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Mrs.  William  C.  Hilbum 
Mrs.  AHoa  Stone 
Ms.  Katie  Holden 
Evdyn  Strange 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Browning 
Joe  Ed  Strickland 
Mrs.  MyrI  McCormick 
Pheba  Baptist  CTiurch 
Audra  Talley 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  Holmes 
Bertha  TaHey  ' 

Leaf  River  BC-Forest 
Bill  A  Margaret  Tate 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gus  Evans 
Doris  A  Vardaman  Taylor 
Miss  Sarah  Marie  Smith 
Bob  Thompson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  R.  Faulk 
Mrs.  Bertha  S.  Thompson 
Family  of  the  late  Mr.  A  Mrs. 
EhU 

Mr.  Floyd  TbomhiU 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  M.  Bos  Sr. 
Winnie  Thornton 
Leaf  River  BC-Forest 

Ann  Tiller 

Mrs.  Lucille  H.  Harris 
Mrs.  Fhiris  Tomlinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jiminy  HoUingswaith 
Mr.  Wayne  IWlos 
Mrs.  Ethel  L.  GafFord 
Mrs.  Frances  Itemey 
VIP  of  Ubeity  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  F.  Badon 
Mrs.  Margaret  Ihmey 
Mr.AMtvT.F.  Badon 
Mr.  A  Mis.  T.  H.  Talbert 
Mr.  Charles  Lake  Ihndpseed  / 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  ChandlcT 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  A.  Lee 
PanI  Vance 

Mrs.  Janeiro  L.  Cranage 


Mkhad  Scott  Russdl 
Reedy  Acres  Staff 
Bill  Rutledge  ^ 

Mrs.  (Tharlotle  Vickers 
Virginia  W.  Samuelson 
Mrs.  Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Nancy  Sanderson 
Mrs.  Inez  Kellicut 
Mrs.  Opal  SatchfieM 
Philene  A  Stuart  Allen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lee  Jordan 
Mr.  George  L.  Savage 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Everett  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  F.  Badon 
Willing  Workers  SSC.  Liberty  BC 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  H.  Talbert 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  H.  Saxton 
Tallahatchie  Valley  Power  Assn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Seay 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harvey  G.  Huffstatler 
Bob  Self 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dicky  Taylor 
Mrs.  Edna  Shepherd 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Powell 
Mrs.  Maude  Shivers 
Mrs.  Dale  P.  Barr 
Ken  Shook 

Mr.  Norman  Weathersby  Jr. 

Sue  Sims 
Mr.  Loimie  Sims 
Mr.  James  Slater 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Kenneth  Lee 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Harold  G.  Wilson 
Veinu  Smart 
Mr.  Jonathan  Miller 
Botmie  Smith 
Ms.  Audrey  L.  Hill 
Marshall  Smith 
Jan  Busby's  SSC.  Pleasant 
Grove  BC 

Nettie  A  Bryan  Smith 
Miss  Sarah  Marie  Smith 
Mr.  Willie  U.  G.  Sones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Adair  Blackledge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marion  V.  Cooley 
Mrs.  Beulah  Speights 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Speed 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  K.  Robbins 
Mrs.  Beiteel  Robbins 
Mrs.  Irene  P.  Speights  A  Family 
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Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
mon^  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningKil,  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends.  ^ 

NOVEMBER  n  a  ,  ai 

Mrs.  Mary  Nell  Aultiium  A 

1-30,2000  Family 

-  -  Jcanctic  Lucas 

MBMORALS  Mr.  a  Mrs.  Fleet  Lofton  A 

Family 

Ella  Mae  Jones.  ...  <  ^  -.i 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Clark  Hensley 
Lnrcnc  Jones 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Elbert  M.  Downs 
R,  B.  Jones 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Jones 
Jimmie  Kane 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  B.  Rawls 
Mary  K.  KcUy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  R. 

Woodward 

Mrs.  Wanda  Brndbcrry  King 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Bob  Power 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Edward  C. 

Heisieimann 
Rev.  Jeffrey  King 
J.  T.  A  Doris  Gibson 
Melvin  A  Linda  Gibson 
William  A  Linda  Lee 
Wanda  King 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gary  Oswalt  A 
Family 

Bobby  Joe  Kirklaiid 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  Sansing 

Cary  Kyle 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Smith 
Tnrdl  Lamkia 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Goolsby  A  Family 
Mrs.  Betty  Landrum 
Mr.  A  Mis.  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 

Mr.  Clyde  Leake 
VIP  of  Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  F.  Badon 


Mr.  J.  C.  Oakes 
Knox  A  Roma  Askew 
CccR  A  Nan  Oiiphant 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Hendrix 
Mrs.  Marguct  B.  hcc 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Jewell  K.  Dykes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  N.  Fountain 
Miss  Faye  Parker 
Mis.  Dit  P.  Johnson 
Mr.  Robert  Patterson,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Black 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Terry  Champion 
Mrs.  Ardelle  P.  Ikeid  A  Family 
John  Peak 

VIP  of  Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Guy  Thcroa  Peden 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lois  M.  Knight 
Dorothy  Pec 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  B. 
Thompson 
Cora  l^eters 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  O.  Peters 


Dr.  E.  P.  Reeves 
Cmdy  H  Shackleford  (Merrill 
Lynch) 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sidney  Pitts 
Mr.  Randy  Riebardsoa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Noiiram  N.  Fountain 
Mrs.  Jeame  H.  Wolveiton 
Mr.  Lawrence  C.  RBey,  Jr. 

L.C.  Riley  Jr  SSC.  Morrison 
Heights  BC 
Mr.  E.  M.  King  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Charles  B.  Keeler 
New  Hope  Southern  Baptist 
Cliuich 

Mis.  Alma  Lofton 
Mr.  A  Ms.  Bnioe  V.  Suohnunger 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clayton  Larson 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Edward  F.  McDonald 
Ms.  Lad  G.  Pittnun 
Mofriion  Heights  BC 


Mr.  A  Mis.  Troy  L.  King 
W.T.'Wink’PIgott 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  David  Rives 
Mr.  J.  R.  Ponder 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  R.  Ihylor 
Vaiens  Porter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joel  Obrianl 
Mr.  Victor  Prentice 
Lynda  FanI 
Nell  HiiUon 
Mr.  James  H.  Carmon 


Mr.  A  Mis.  Oiby  Wright 
LnraCendmy  Roper 
Mr.  A  Mis.  BiB  Bnilocfc 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Ervin  M.  Ray 


NcBManwco 
Ms.  Marsha  Hutchinson 
Herman  M.  Muon 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Clark  Hensley 
Mrs.  Esther  Mason 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louis  J.  Dugu 
Mrs.  Laura  Masterson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  W.  Carter 
Nd  Mays 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mkhul  L.  McCool 


Mrs.  Clara  Faulkner  Nichob 
Mrs.  Carl  O.  Haskins 
Miv  Novis  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Murray  Cramp 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alton  L  Fiekfe 
Pmd  Nichols 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eveiett  Wilson 
Hubert  O'Leary 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Bullard 


Men's  SSC.  Liberty  BC-Libeity 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Douglas  L.  Pyron 
Hollis  Qnhnby 

Thirteenth  Avenue  Phsrmacy  A 
Staff 

Mrs.  Charlene  Qnia 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Michael  Allen  A 
Family 

Mr.AMrs.T.aRaadaH 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  Wood 
Jama  E.  Ray 
Mrs.  Mattie  B.  Ray 
Evyoac  Redd 
Mrs.  CTuulotle  Vickers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gary  Otwah  A 
Family 
Bob  Reedy 
Psritway  BC-'Dipelo 


Mr.  A.Mrs.  Jnnes  R.  Oieene 
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YXOA  CH  AOAFM  ZET 
CREC  ELPACR  HK  CRAA; 
ETC  HK  RXZ  CREC 
CEPACR  EJEM  CRM 
YHHGL  ELP  CRAZ  THC 
EYEXT. 

VNPA  LXI:CRXFCM 

Clue:  Y=G 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week’s  puzzle:  Romans  Six:  Four. 


Experts:  church  Web  pages  often  ineffective 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  —  As  more 
churches  launch  Web  sites,  too  few  are 
reaching  their  potential  because  church 
leaders  don't  define  why  they  want  a  site 
or  they  fail  to  develop  a  strategy  for  what 
th^  hope  to  accomplish. 

That^s  the  collective  opinion  of  several 
Web  specialists  throughout  the  country. 
They  say  too  many  church  leaders  are 
enamored  by  the  gee-whiz  technology  of 
the  Internet  out  aren't  considering  how  to 
link  their  Web  sites  to  their  overall  commu¬ 
nications  strategy. 

"A  lot  of  people  just  put  up  something 
because,  'Oh,  I  have  to  have  a  Web  site,'  but 
it  doesn't  meet  any  needs,"  said  Lisa 
McMahon,  senior  Web  administrator  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  International  Mission 
Board  and  a  consultant  for  Web  design  for 
the  past  five  years. 

Robert  Reeves  agreed.  "Some  churches 
have  not  thought  through  their  strategy." 

As  communications  director  for  the 
Kentucky  Baptist  Convention,  Reeves  gets 
calls  every  month  from  church  leaders  seek¬ 
ing  advice  on  launching  an  Internet  site. 

Often,  church  Web  sites  are  developed, 
launched,  and  maintained  by  just  one  per¬ 
son,  he  said. 

"It  tends  to  be  their  vision  instead  of  a 
really  thought-out  vision  that  involves 
multiple  people  at  the  church  and  involves 
leadership,"  he  said.  "Once  the  fun  wears 
out,  that's  the  point  to  where  a  Web  site 
bemns  to  get  stale." 

Steve  Hewitt,  editor  of  Christian 
Computing  Magazine,  said  many  churches 
are  hosting  essentially  a  "billboard"  site, 
advertising  their  location  or  church  ser\'ice 
times  but  "they're  totally  missing  the 
potential  of  what  can  be  done." 

"We  say  that  there  are  like  50,000 


churches  on  the  Web  and  49,995  are  doing 
it  wrong,"  he  said. 

A  church's  vision  for  its  Web  site  can  be 
incredibly  comjjlex,  including  recordings  of 
church  services,  chat  rooms  for  Bible  stud¬ 
ies  or  multimedia  presentations  explaining 
the  Christian  faith  to  nonbelievers,  or  it  can 
be  as  simple  as  a  page  that  lists  a  church's 
worship  sched¬ 
ule  and  phone 
number. 

The  key,  con¬ 
sultants  insist, 
is  planning. 

Rather  than 
being  distracted 
by  all  the  piossi- 
bilities  posed  by 
the  mtemet, 

Dave  Stahl  rec¬ 
ommends  that 
churches  design 
their  Web  site  to 
match  their  mis¬ 
sion  statement. 

"I  always 
encourage 
churches  to  for¬ 
get  about  tools," 
said  Stahl,  com- 
munications 
director  for 
Willow  Creek 
Community 
Church  in 
South  Barring¬ 
ton,  Ill.  "Do 
vour  strategy, 
because  tools 
are  going  to 
change,  and 
vou  don't  want 


your  strategy  to  change  over  time." 

Ryan  Bradley,  Web  manager  for  Beuchel 
Park  Church  m  Louisville,  Ky.,  agreed. 
Another  common  pitfall,  he  said,  is  trying 
to  do  too  much  too  soon. 

"Instead,  start  small  then  slowly  build," 
said  Bradley,  who  has  led  workshops  on 
how  to  build  a  church  Web  site. 
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'zchurch'  paving  way  to  information  highway 


EVANSVILLE,  Ind.  (ABP)  — 
Welcome  to  www.zchurch.com, 
one  congregation's  attempt  to 


put  practically  everything  it 
does  on  the  Internet.  Log  on  to 
the  Web  site  and  you'll  find  a 
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cartoon  Mayberry,  where  every 
building  represents  a  different 
ministry  for  Bethel  Temple,  an 
interdenominational  church  in 
Evansville,  Ind. 

Click  onto  the  video  building 
and  you  can  watch  a  Sunday 
worship  service,  complete  ,  with 
an  online  Bible,  a  form  for  sub¬ 
mitting  prayer  requests,  and  an 
cmline  donation  process. 

Pastor  Steve  Schwambach 
sa^  everything  was  designed 
with  non-Christians  in  mind. 

"This  gives  them  a  way  to 
kick  the  tires  without  haying  a 
salesman  hang  on  them,"  says 
Schwambach,  pastor  at  Bethel 
Temple  since  1980. 

"Unchurched  people  take 
incremental  steps  toward 
God,"  he  adds.  "If  you  can  give 
them  a  smaller  step,  they're 
more  likely  to  take  it  man  if  you 
ask  them  to  make  a  huge  leap." 

zchurch  was  designed  with 
the  help  of  unchurched  people. 
In  fact,  he  adds,  on  the  Sunday 
he  outlined  his  vision  for  a  Web 
site  to  the  congregation,  a  third- 
time  visitor  who  had  been 
away  from  church  15  years 
asked  if  he  could  help. 

That  visitor  recruited  a  non- 
Christian  from  work  who  had 
the  technological  skills  to  get 
zchurch  on  the  ground, 
Schwambach  says.  The  helper 

grayed  to  accept  Jesus  as  ner 
^yior  after  reading  from  the  ' 
Web  pages  hoW  to  become  a* 
Christian,  he  says. 


"This  is  just  another  hook  in 
the  water,  it's  trot-line  fishing,* 
Schwambach  says.  "Use  every 
means  you  have." 

With  4,000  visits  each  week, 
Schwambach  predicts  zchurch 
membership  could  someday 
dwarf  Bethel  Temple,  which 
has  a  regular  attendance  of 
about  1,3(W. 

Another  growing  project  is 
zgroups.  More  than  400  people 
from  every  state  and  a  dozen 
countries  participate  in  e-mail 
Bible  studies. 

Jonathan  Sieg,  who  attends 
college  in  Lanham,  Md.,  says 
he  is  involved  in  a  local  church 
but  enjoys  the  weekly  encour¬ 
agement  he  gets  from  zgroup 
members. 

"It  offers  one  thing  different: 
the  opportunity  to  interact  with 
people  all  over  the  country, 
believers  and  unbelievers,  with  a 
great  diversity  of  denominations, . 
views  and  experierKes,"  he  adds. 
"It's  eye-opening  sometimes." 

"We  had  aU  these  techies 
who  were  just  sitting  there 
thinking  to  tnemselves,  'I  can't 

g reach  a  sermon,  I  can't  teach  a 
unday-School  class,  I  can't 
sing  a  solo,"  he  says.  "They  just 
were  sitting  there  thinking, 
'Well,  there's  nothing  I  can  do.' 

"All  of  a  sudden  there's  this 
whole  fKxket  of  people  in  our 
church,  who  are  shaking  the 
world  for  Christ  just  because 
wegaye  them  one  more  way  to 
do  so,"  he  points  out. 
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